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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

JAMES E. BEASLEY SCHOOL OF LAW AT TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
 

PROFESSOR: July 2003 – Present 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR: July 1994 - July 2003 (with tenure, July 1996) 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR: July 1993 - July 1994 
 

COURSES TAUGHT 
 

Family Law; Torts; Professional Responsibility; International and Comparative 
Perspectives on Family Law; Families in Law and Public Policy; Child Custody 
Law; Race and Ethnicity: History, Law and Equality; Education Law; Parents, 
Children and the State 
 

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Admissions Committee, 1994-2004; Dean’s Search Committee, 2007-08, Executive 
Committee, 2001-2003, 2012-2013 (Chair, 2002-2003); Judicial Clerkship 
Committee, 1996-2005 (Chair, 2000-2005); Faculty Selection Committee, 1998-
1999, 2006-2007, 2015-2016 (Chair); Legal Writing Committee, 1998-2001 (Chair, 
1998-1999); Co-Organizer, Looking Back, Looking Ahead: The Evolution of 
Children’s Rights, 1994-1995; Law & Adolescence, 2005; Chair, Faculty-Student 
Advisor Committee, 1994-1995; Graduation Prizes Committee, 1993-1994, 2000-
2001; Clinical Committee, 1999-2001, 2011-2012; Support Services Committee, 
1993-1994; Faculty Chairs & Awards, 2005-2008 (Chair, 2006-2008); Curriculum 
Committee, 2005-2006; Tenurial Faculty, 1996-present (Faculty Evaluation 
Committees 1996-1997, 1999-2001, 2005-2007, Vice-Chair 2016-2018; Chair 2018 - 
present)); Administrative Committee (2008-2009); Faculty Review Committee, 
2009-2011 (Chair, 2009-2010); Visitor’s Committee, Spring 2011; Laterals Hiring 
Committee, 2011-2012; Clinical Search Committee (Chair), 2012-2013, 2018-2019; 
Director of Advocacy Search Committee, 2014-2015; Journals Committee, 2012-
2013; Law School Discipline Committee 2012-2013 (Chair); University Tenure & 
Promotion Committee C, 2019-present  

 
 

 



 

2 of 11 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF LAW 
 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR: JULY 1989 - JUNE 1993 
 

 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 

Civil Procedure I and II; Legal Profession; Legislation; Torts; Legal Theory and 
Practice; Legal Method; Moot Court 

 
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

Faculty Development Committee, 1992-1993; Dean Search Committee, 1991-1992; 
Law School Environment Committee, 1990-1992; Faculty Appointments Committee, 
1989-1990 
 
 

HONORS 
 
Jack E. Feinberg Litigation Chair, Temple University Beasley School of Law, 2005-2011 
Stuart Rome Lecturer, University of Maryland School of Law, May 17, 2001 
Faculty Honoree, Temple Law Review, 1995 
 

 
EDUCATION 
 

YALE LAW SCHOOL: J.D., 1984 
 

Editor, Yale Law Journal; 
Co-Director, Mental Hospital Legal Services, 1982-1983; 
Student Attorney, Yale Legal Services, 1982-1984; 
Teaching Assistant, Professor Robert Cover, 1983; 
Research Assistant, Professor Peter Schuck, 1982 

 
YALE UNIVERSITY: B.A., summa cum laude, 1980, Phi Beta Kappa. 
 

 
FELLOWSHIPS 
 

Visiting Fellow, Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge, January - July 
2005 
Visiting Fellow, University College Cork, College of Law, January – June 2019 

 
 



 

3 of 11 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Shelter from the Storm: Human Rights Protections for Single Mother Families in the 
Time of COVID-19, 27 WM. & MARY J. RACE, GENDER & SOC. JUSTICE ___ (forthcoming 
2021(co-authors Alexis Fennell, Kaylin Hawkins & Madison McNulty) 
 
Freedom and Inequality in Family Law in the United States, CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO 
COMPARATIVE FAMILY LAW (eds. Jonathan Herring and Shazia Choudhry) (2019) 
 
The Developmental Perspective and Intersectionality, 88 TEMPLE L. REV. 929 (2016) 
 
Introduction (with Emily C. Keller), 88 TEMPLE L. REV. 621 (2016) 
 
Legal Regulation of Family Creation Through Gamete Donation: Access, Identity and 
Parentage, in REGULATING REPRODUCTIVE DONATION (Eds. Susan Golombok, Martin 
Richards, Rosamund Scott, Stephen Wilkinson and John Appleby), Cambridge 
University Press, 2016. 
 
Imagining the Future of Custody Law in Pennsylvania, in CUSTODY LAW & 
PRACTICE IN PENNSYLVANIA (Eds. David N. Hofstein & Sandra L. Meilton), 
Pennsylvania Bar Institute, 2013. Updated for 2d. ed., 2014 and 3d edition, 2017. 
 
UK and US Perspectives on the Regulation of Gamete Donation, in REPRODUCTIVE 
DONATION (Eds. John Appleby & Martin Richards), Cambridge University Press, 2012. 
 
Looking for Air:  Excavating Destructive Educational and Racial Policies to Build 
Successful School Communities, in JUSTICE FOR KIDS:  KEEPING KIDS OUT OF THE 
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM (Ed. Nancy Dowd), NYU Press, 2011 
 
Choosing One:  Resolving the Epidemic of Multiples in Assisted Reproduction, 55 
VILLANOVA LAW REVIEW 147 (2010) 
 
Regulation of Reproductive Decisionmaking, in REGULATING AUTONOMY: SEX, 
REPRODUCTION AND FAMILY (Eds. Shelley Day Sclater et al., 2009) 
 
Suspensions and Expulsions, in THE CHILD: AN ENCYCLOPEDIC COMPANION (Eds. 
Richard A. Shweder, et al., Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009) 
 
Divided Parents, Shared Children: Conflicting Approaches to Relocation Disputes in the 
USA, 4 UTRECHT LAW REVIEW 55 (2008) 
 
Still Partners?  Examining the Consequences of Post-Dissolution Parenting, 41 FAM L. 
Q. 105 (2007) 
 
The Post-Divorce Family and Relocation Disputes, Un Nuovo Diritto di Famiglia 
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Europeo, QUADERNI DEL CENTRO DI ECCELLENZA IN DIRITTO EUROPEO 65 (Maria Claudia 
Andrini ed., 2007) 
 
Mobility and the Post-Divorce Family: Resolution of Relocation Disputes in the US., 
COMMON CORE AND BETTER LAW IN EUROPEAN FAMILY LAW 193 (Katharina Boele-
Woelki ed., 2005) 
 
An American Perspective on the Debate over the Harmonisation or Unification of Family 
Law in Europe, Book Review of Perspectives for the Unification and Harmonisation of 
Family Law in Europe (K. Boele-Woelki), 38 FAM. L.Q. 185 (2004) 
 
Walking with Them: Advocating for Parents with Mental Illnesses in the Child Welfare 
System, 12 TEMP. POL. & CIV. RTS. L. REV. 273 (2003) 
 
Knocking Against the Rocks:  Evaluating Institutional Practices and the African 
American Boy, 5 J. HEALTH CARE L. & POL'Y 10 (2002) 
 
Evaluating OCR’s Minorities and Special Education Project, RACIAL INEQUITY IN 
SPECIAL EDUCATION (Daniel J. Losen and Gary Orfield eds., Harvard Education 
Publishing Group 2002) 
 
Expendable Children: Defining Belonging in a Broken World, 8 DUKE J. GENDER L. & 
POL'Y 269 (2001) 

 
Somebody’s Child: Evaluating the Erosion of the Marital Presumption of Paternity, 102 
W. VA. L. REV. 547 (2000) 
 
Binding the Family Ties:  A Child Advocacy Perspective on Second-Parent Adoptions, 7 
TEMP. POL. & CIV. RTS. L. REV. 255 (1998) 
 
Foreword:  Looking Back, Looking Ahead:  The Evolution of Children’s Rights, 68 
TEMP. L. REV. 1557 (1995) (with Robert G. Schwartz) 
 
Race, Education, and the Construction of a Disabled Class, 1995 WIS. L. REV. 1237 
(1995) 
 
Disabling Ambiguities:  Confronting Barriers to the Education of Students with 
Emotional Disabilities, 60 TENN. L. REV. 295 (1993) 
 
Lawyers and Caring: Building an Ethic of Care into Professional Responsibility, 43 
HASTINGS L.J. 1175 (1992) 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW 1990, with L. Margolis, T. Hoxie and L. Potter, Maryland 
Institute for Continuing Education of Lawyers, Inc. (1990) 
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 
 

“Relational Trauma and Repair: Irish Single Mothers and Children and the Elusive Quest 
for Justice,” Law & Society Association, May 28, 2020 
 
"Shadow on the Sun: Directing a Relational Lens on the Treatment of Single Mothers and 
Their Children in Mid-Twentieth Century Ireland,” College of Law, University College 
Cork, April 11, 2019 
 
“Freedom and Inequality in US Family Law,” Panel Presenter, Law & Society 
Association, June 8, 2018 
 
Invited participant in the Early Childhood Workshop hosted by the University of Florida 
which invited family law specialists to gather to discuss strategies for improving the lives 
of children 0 – 5. April 2018. 
 
“Form Over Function: Are We Undermining the Families We Have by Overvaluing the 
Family Forms We Want?”, International Society of Family Law, May, 2016 and  
Bar-Ilan University, Israel, June 13, 2016 
 
“Overweighting Marriage: Why Simple Rules Don’t Work in the Complex World of 
Families,” Family & Juvenile Law Section, American Association of Law Schools, 
January 5, 2015 
 
Co-Presenter, “Shaking Up the Family Tree: Assisted Reproduction, Parenthood, and 
Birth Certificates,” Judicial Education Conference, Hershey, PA (July 25, 2013).  

 
Co-Presenter, “Alimony Reform: Right for Pennsylvania?” Maureen F. Fitzpatrick 
Lecture, Delaware County Bar Association (May 9, 2013) 

 
Roundtable on Regulating ARTs, Indiana Law School, (September 27-28, 2012). 
Presented a “Newly Conceived Idea” and was commentator for paper by Gaia Bernstein 
as well as participant in roundtable discussions. 
 
“Supporting Parents Through Divorce and Separation” at the Midwest Family Law and 
International Society of Family Law Conference, University of Iowa (June 15, 2012) 
 
Presenter,  Presentation on Intersection of Abortion Issues and Reproductive Technology 
Issues, Widener panel on 40th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade (January 24, 2012) 

  
“American Law Perspectives on Adultery,” Gratz College CLE, Penn Valley, PA 
(August 3, 2011) 
 
“After Divorce:  Relocation Doctrine and the UCCJEA Hold Women Back,” Update for 
Feminist Law Professors, Villanova Law School (February 5, 2011) 
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“Reproductive Issues:  A Brave New Frontier?,” Law Policy Forum:  Laws on the 
Frontiers of Technology, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Philadelphia, PA (October 4, 2010) 

 
“Competing Conceptual Frameworks in Family Law,” North American Regional Conference 
of the International Society of Family Law, University of Missouri-Kansas City (June 4, 
2010) 
 
“The Rights of Parents with Psychiatric Disabilities in the Child Welfare System under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act,” Legal Roundtable on the Termination of Parental Rights 
for Parents with Psychiatric and Developmental Disabilities, sponsored by the Mental Health 
Association of New York State, Albany Law School (April 16, 2010) 
 
“Looking for Air: Excavating Destructive Educational and Racial Policies to Build 
Successful School Communities”, Juvenile Justice:  Passages, Prevention, and Intervention, 
University of Florida Levin College of Law (February 19, 2010) 
 
“Opportunities Suspended:  The Federal Role in Alleviating Racial Disparities in School 
Discipline,” Mid-Atlantic People of Color Conference, Temple University (January 23, 
2009) 
  
“Changing the World for People with Disabilities,” Institute for Disabilities, Temple 
University, Lecture Panel in Honor of Dennis Haggerty, November 20, 2008 
 
“Race, Education and Disability,” New York University School of Law, Education Law 
Seminar, February 26, 2009  

 
“Divided Parents, Shared Children, Conflicting Approaches to Relocation Disputes in the 
USA,” Utrecht University (June 27, 2008) 

 
“Regulation of Assisted Reproduction,” Cambridge Socio-Legal Group, University of 
Cambridge (September 18, 2007) 
 
“Still Partners?  Examining the Consequences of Post-Dissolution Parenting,” American 
Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting, Family Law Section (January 4, 2007)   
 
“Section 1983 Actions under the Fourteenth Amendment for Harm to Students,” CLE 
course:  The Constitution in School, Pennsylvania Bar Institute (April 25, 2006) 
  
“Parenting Plans,” CLE Course:  Child Custody Reform on the Horizon: Practice & 
Procedure under SB. 74, Pennsylvania Bar Institute (April 21, 2006) 

 
“Contrasting Socio-Legal Responses to Custody Relocation Disputes,” Cambridge Socio-
Legal Group, University of Cambridge (June 15, 2005) 
 
“The Post-Divorce Family and Relocation Disputes in the U.S.,” Conference on Family 
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Law in Europe, sponsored by the Corte di Casazione, Rome, Italy (May 29, 2005) 
 
“An American Perspective on the European Debate on the Unification of Family Law,” 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey School of Law, Camden (February 9, 2004) 
 
“Re-Evaluating Federal Policy to Alleviate the Harsh Racial and Ethnic Effects of Zero 
Tolerance Discipline,” School to Prison Pipeline Research Conference, Harvard 
University (May 16-17, 2003) 
 
“Is There a Place for the Marital Presumption of Paternity in the 21St Century?” North 
American Regional Conference of the International Society of Family Law (June 26-28, 
2003) 
 
“Protecting the Rights of Parents with Mental Illness in the Child Welfare System,” 
Temple Political and Civil Rights Symposium (November 2, 2002) 
 
“Disability, Privacy and Protection: Ruminations on Maintaining Dignity in Public 
Spaces,” Education Law Association Winter Seminar, Incline Village, NV (March 2002) 
 
“School Reform in Pennsylvania and the State Takeover of the Philadelphia School 
District,” Continuing Legal Education Course, Beasley School of Law at Temple 
University (January 2002) 
 
“Racial Disproportionality in Special Education,” National Association of Protection & 
Advocacy Systems 24th Annual Conference, Washington, D.C. (June 2001) 
 
 
“Disability, Privacy and Protection: Ruminations on Maintaining Dignity in Public 
Spaces,” International Society of Family Law North American Conference, Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario (June 2001) 
 
“Knocking Against the Rocks: Evaluating Institutional Practices and the African-
American Boy,” Stuart Rome Lecture, University of Maryland School of Law (May 
2001) 
 
Panelist, “Charter Schools: The Next Special Education Frontier?” 28th Education Law 
Conference, Lehigh University (May 2001) 
 
“Section 504: Obligations to Find and Identify Students,” Continuing Professional 
Education Conference, Valley Forge, PA (December 2000) 
 
“OCR and the Misplacement of African-American Students in Special Education: 
Conceptual, Structural, Strategic and Administrative Barriers to Effective Enforcement,” 
Conference on Minority Issues, The Civil Rights Project of Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA (November 2000) 
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“Somebody’s Child: Evaluating the Erosion of the Marital Presumption of Paternity,” 
Family Law 2000 Symposium, West Virginia University, March 2000, and Faculty 
Colloquium, Temple Law School (April 2000) 
 
“Clinton Impeachment Hearings,” sponsored by the Legal Ethics Society, Temple Law 
School (November 1998) 
 
“Feminism and Legal Ethics,” Continuing Legal Education Course, sponsored by Temple 
Law School (April 1998) 
 
“Community and University Efforts to Aid Inner City Schools,” New Strategies for Inner 
Cities Workshop, American Association of Law Schools Workshop (January 1998) 
 
“Binding the Family Ties: Securing Second Parent Adoptions,” Symposium on Shifting 
Legal Perspectives on Same-Sex Relationships, Temple Law School (October 1997) 
 
“Responsibilities of Lawyers to Non-clients,” Continuing Legal Education Course, 
sponsored by Temple Law School (May 1997) 
 
“Race, Disability and the Construction of a Disabled Class,” Yale Law School (March 
1997) 
 
“The Overrepresentation of African American Students in Context,” Symposium, 
Looking Back, Looking Ahead: The Evolution of Children’s Rights, Temple University 
School of Law (September 1995) 
 
“The Education Rights of Children with Hyperactivity and Attention Deficit Disorder,” 
South Jersey Chapter, C.H.A.D.D. (September 1994) 
 
“Disabling African American Students in School,” Law & Society Annual Conference 
(June 1994) 
 
“Legal Issues in the Education of LD and ADHD Children,” Annual Developmental 
Disabilities Conference, Children’s Seashore House (September 1993) 
 
“Practicing Education Law,” Education Law Panel, sponsored by the National Lawyers 
Guild, Temple University School of Law (September 1993) 
 
Co-organizer and Presenter, Civil Procedure Workshop, 1993 Annual SALT Teaching 
Conference (May 1993) 
 
Chair and Discussant, Examining Societal Responses to Mentally Ill Persons, Law and 
Society Association Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA (May 1992) 
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“Legal Theory and Practice,” Fordham Law School Town Meeting on Mandatory Pro 
Bono (February 1992) 
 
“Bringing an Ethic of Care into Legal Education,” Theoretics of Law Conference at 
Hastings School of Law (January 1992) 
 
“The Whole School Catalog for Public Interest Law,” Society of American Law Teachers 
1991 Conference for Legal Educators, Stanford University (October 1991) 
 
“Legal Advocacy in the Development of Individualized Education Programs for Children 
with Disabilities,” Maryland Legal Aid Society, Baltimore, MD (September 1991) 
 
“Barriers to Delivery of Education Services to Children with Mental Health Problems,” 
Annual Conference of the Pennsylvania Association of Community Mental 
Health/Mental Retardation Providers, White Haven, PA (October 1988) 
 
“Violence, Schools and the Law,” Regional Conference on the Violent Teen: Problems 
and Management, Delaware Valley Society for Adolescent Health, Camden, NJ (October 
1988) 
 
“Enforcement of the Least Restrictive Environment Requirement of Pub.L. 94-142,” 
National Association of Protection & Advocacy Systems Conference, New Orleans, LA 
(March 1987) 
 

 
LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Education Law Center  
Philadelphia, PA 
1985-1989  
Attorney 
 
Represented children before courts and administrative agencies to secure rights in public 
education and social services programs. 

 
Selected cases: Steven M. v. Gilhool, 700 F. Supp. 261 (E.D. Pa. 1988) (successful 
challenge to definition of residency on behalf of class of institutionalized children); 
Elizabeth S. v. Gilhool, (M.D. Pa.) (statewide class action under section 504 that 
obtained services and procedural safeguards for public school students with chronic 
medical conditions); Kevin K. v. Gilhool, (ED. Pa.) 916 F.2d 865 (3d Cir. 1990) 
(obtained compensatory education for exceptional child) 
 

United States District Court 
District of New Jersey 
1984-1985 
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Law Clerk, Hon. Maryanne Trump Barry 
 
Youth Law Center 
San Francisco, CA 
1984 
Summer Law Clerk 

 
 
EXPERIENCE 
 

Bush Center for Child Development and Social Policy 
Yale University, New Haven, CT 
1981 
Researcher 
 
U.S. Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 
1980 
Regulatory Policy Analyst 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
 

Education Law Center; Board of Directors, 2009-2014 
 
Custody Mediation Advisory Committee, Good Shepard Mediation Program, 2005-2007;  
 
Volunteer Custody Mediator, Philadelphia Family Court, 2009-present 
 
Institutional Review Board, Public/Private Ventures, February 2000 - 2011.  
Review/research proposals of nonprofit education, training and research organization to 
ensure full protection of all human research subjects. 
 
Board of Trustees, Community Legal Services, 1996-2000 
 
Author, Amicus Brief, Brian B. v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit, October 20, 1999 (advocating unconstitutionality of Pennsylvania 
statute denying educational services to youth incarcerated in county prisons) 
 
Member, Board of Governors, Society of American Law Teachers, 1998-2000; Co-Chair, 
LSAT/Progressive Admissions Task Force, 1998-2000; Annual Banquet Committee, 
1998-2000 
 
Member, Pennsylvania Legal Services Task Force, Sub-Committee on Legal Services-
Law School Collaboration, 1998-2000 
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Member, Beth Am Israel Choir 1999-2006 
 
Main Line Unity Choir, 1999-present 
 
Board of Advisors, Legal Clinic for the Disabled, 1995-1997 
 
Advisory Committee, Philadelphia Urban Law Student Experience, 1995-1997 
 
Organized Pennsylvania law schools to oppose Pennsylvania Legal Services Funding 
Cuts as part of successful campaign to restore state funding for Pennsylvania Legal 
Services; included preparing opinion piece for law school deans and gathering faculty 
petitions from all Pennsylvania law schools, 1994 
 
Pro bono representation of children and parents in special education disputes, January 
1990 to January 1993, January 1996-August 1996 
 
Cynwyd Elementary School, Lower Merion School District, parent volunteer, 1999-2008 
 
Early Childhood Program, Germantown Jewish Centre, Chair, Social Action Committee, 
1997-1998; Chair, Sunshine Fund, 1998-1999; Co-Chair, Sunshine Fund and Teacher 
Appreciation Luncheon, 1999-2000 
 
Consultant, Public Justice Center, August 1990 - September 1993 

 
BAR ADMISSIONS 
 

Pennsylvania (active), Maryland (inactive) 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 

Executive Committee, Family Law Section, American Association of Law Schools, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 2010-2011, Chair-elect, 2011-2012, Chair, 2012-2013 
 
American Bar Association, Family Law Section 
 
Pennsylvania Bar Association, Family Law Section 
 
Philadelphia Bar Association, Family Law Section 
 
International Society of Family Law 
 


	Editor, Yale Law Journal;
	Co-Director, Mental Hospital Legal Services, 1982-1983;
	Student Attorney, Yale Legal Services, 1982-1984;
	Teaching Assistant, Professor Robert Cover, 1983;
	Research Assistant, Professor Peter Schuck, 1982

