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SCOTT BURRIS

OFFICE HOME
Temple Law School 401 Woodside Avenue
1719 N. Broad Street Narberth,  PA  19072
Philadelphia, PA 19122 (610) 664-6123
(215) 204-6576 scott.burris@temple.edu

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Professor of Law, Temple University Beasley School of Law, 1998-
(Associate Professor, 1994-98;  Assistant Professor, 1991-94)

Professor of Public Health, Department of Public Health, Temple University College of
Health Professions and Social Work, 2010-

Director, National Program Office, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Public Health Law
Research Program, 2009-

Associate Director, Centers for Law and the Public’s Health, and Senior Associate, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 2000-

Counsel, AIDS and Civil Liberties Project, American Civil Liberties Union of 
Pennsylvania, 1988-1991

Lecturer in Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School, 1989 - 1990
Law Clerk, Judge Dolores K. Sloviter, United States Court of

Appeals for the Third Circuit, 1987 - 1988
Writer and Theatrical Producer, 1981-4

EDUCATION

YALE LAW SCHOOL:  J.D., 1987

Articles Editor, Yale Law Journal
Editor-in-Chief, Yale AIDS/Law Project
Editor, Yale Law and Policy Review
Judge William E. Miller Prize, 1986 (outstanding paper on a subject

 related to the Bill of Rights)
Judge William E. Miller Prize, Honorable Mention, 1987

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS:  B.A. Summa Cum Laude, History, 1980

Phi Beta Kappa
J. Walter Goldstein Prize (outstanding honors thesis in History)
Student Member, Board of Trustees
George Mylonas Fellowship (full tuition and stipend awarded for academic merit)
Year Abroad, University of Tübingen, West Germany  

BOOKS, BOOK CHAPTERS & REPORTS (selected from 45)

PUBLIC HEALTH LAW RESEARCH: THEORY AND METHODS (Wiley-Jossey Bass, 2013)
(editor, with Alexander Wagenaar)

AIDS AND THE LAW: A GUIDE FOR THE PUBLIC (Yale University Press, 1987)  (editor,
with Harlon L. Dalton & the Yale AIDS/Law Project)
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LAW JOURNALS (selected from 46)

From Health Care Law to the Social Determinants of Health: A Public Health Law
Research Perspective, 159 U. PA. L. REV. 1649 (2011)

Do Criminal Laws Influence HIV Risk Behavior? An Empirical Trial, 39 AZ. ST. L. J. 467
(2007) (with Beletsky et al.)

Nodal Governance, 30 AUSTRALIAN J. LEGAL PHILOSOPHY 30 (2005) (with Drahos and
Shearing)

Integrating Law and Social Epidemiology, 30 J. L., MED. & ETHICS 510 (2002) (with
Kawachi & Sarat)

The Law and the Public’s Health: A Study of Infectious Disease Law in the United States,
99 COLUMBIA L. REV. 59 (1999) (with Gostin & Lazzarini)

PEER-REVIEWED HEALTH AND SOCIAL SCIENCE JOURNA L  S  (selected from 56)

Burris, S., G.P. Mays, F.D. Scutchfield, J.K. Ibrahim. 2012. Moving from Intersection to
Integration: Public Health Law Research and Public Health Systems and Services
Research. Milbank Quarterly 90(2): 375-408.

Burris, S., A. Wagenaar, J. Swanson, J. Ibrahim, J. Wood and M. Mello. 2010. Making
the Case for Laws That Improve Health: A Framework for Public Health Law
Research. Milbank Quarterly 88(2): 169-210. 

Burris, S. 1997. The Invisibility of Public Health: Population-level Measures in a Politics
of Market Individualism. American Journal of Public Health 87:1607-1610.

Burris, S., D. Finucane, H. Gallagher, and J. Grace. 1996. The Legal Strategies Used in
Operating Syringe Exchange Programs in the United States. Am J Public Health
86:1161-1166.

SIGNIFICANT LITIGATION (Selected)

Scoles v. Mercy Catholic Medical Center, United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, 1992-94: Represented HIV-infected surgeon in first major application of
Americans with Disabilities Act to discrimination in the health care setting

Starky v. Matty, United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 1991:
Represented inmates in class action suit resulting in model comprehensive settlement of HIV
medical care and discrimination claims

Austin v. Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, 1991-8: Represented inmates in state-wide class action challenging
prison HIV and TB policies and practices

Lyall v. Balshi, Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, 1990-3: Represented plaintiffs in a
series of complaints against dentists who refused care to HIV-infected patients

RESEARCH FUNDING (Selected)

• Pennsylvania Department of Health/CDC, "Policy Support for the Violence and Injury
PreventionProgram (VIPP)," 2011-16 (P.I.)
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• Department for International Development (U.K.), "Drug Control and Access to Opiate
Medication, 2009-11 (P.I.)

• Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, "National Program Office for Public Health Law
Research," 2009- (P.I.)

• Open Society Institute, "International Health Governance Initiative," 2005-06
• Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Investigator Awards in Health Policy Research,

"Human Subjects Protection as Regulation: A Comparative, Empirical View," 2002-2008
(P.I.)

• Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Substance Abuse Policy Research Program, "Harm
Reduction in the Health Care System: Attitudinal and Legal Factors Influencing Greater
Physician Involvement in Providing Care to and Preventing Injection-Related Disease
among Injection Drug Users," 2001-2002 (P.I.)

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "Center for Law and the Public's Health,"
• 2000-8 (Consortium P.I.)
• American Foundation for AIDS Research, "Health, Law and Human Rights: Exploring the

Connections," 2000-2001 (P.I.) 

SELECTED CONSULTING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES

American Dental Association
HIV infection among dentists

American Psychological Association
Ethical and legal issues in HIV care

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University
Law, Policy and Ethics Core
Project Parivartan (Gates Foundation India Initiative)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Privacy Law Advisory Committee
Expert technical review panel: HIV counseling, testing and referral standards
HIV Partner Counseling and Referral Services -- Handling Cases of “Wilful Exposure”
Best Practices in Prevention Services for People Living with HIV -- Legal and Ethical

Issues
National HIV Prevention Summit
Disease, Disability, and Injury Prevention and Control Special Emphasis Panel

(SEP): Research on the Impact of Law on Public Health
Ethical Concerns of PrEP Implementation

Global Commission on HIV and the Law
Technical Advisory Group

Human Rights Watch
Health and Human Rights Advisory Committee

Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences
Committee on Regulating Workplace Exposure to Tuberculosis
Committee on Educating Public Health Professionals for the 21  Centuryst

Committee on HIV Screening and Access to Care
Milbank Memorial Fund

Future of Public Health Leadership project
National Coordinating Center for Public Health Systems and Services Research

National Advisory Committee
Tri-Star Pictures/Clinica Estetica

Legal consultant for motion picture "Philadelphia" by Jonathan Demme

UNAIDS
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Criminalization of HIV
Global Reference Group on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights, Subcommittee on

Criminalization
World Health Organization

Economic Gains of Promoting Health (Western Pacific Regional Office and the Kobe
Center)

Commission on the Social Determinants of Health, Knowledge Network on Urban Settings
United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime

HIV and Police

BOARDS AND PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEES (selected)

American Bar Association, Section on Individual Rights and Responsibilities, Health
Rights Committee (Vice-chair, 1997-98, 1999-2001; Co-chair, 1998-99)

American Bar Association, AIDS Coordinating Committee (1999-2007)
American Civil Liberties Union of Greater Philadelphia (Board member, 1996-2004)
and improve health outcomes)(Board member, 1999-2005)
Open Society Institute, Global Health Advisory Committee (2005-06)
Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project (Board member, 1998-2006)
Prevention Point Philadelphia (syringe exchange program) (Board Member/Secretary/Chair 2006-

08)
China Health Action (Board Member 2011-)

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Associate Editor, International Journal of Drug Policy, 2006- (editorial board, 2004-)
Editorial Board, Journal of Community Psychology, 2006-
Editor, Public Health Law and Policy Abstracts, Social Science Research Network, 2005-
Member, Delegation of the United Kingdom, 52  Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs,nd

2009; 53  Session, 2010rd

Organized national expert consultation on “Opioid Overdose: Building an Advocacy Agenda,”
2008
Organized “NGO Training on Law and Policy in HIV/AIDS Prevention,” Beijing, China, 2006
Organized Open Society Institute Seminar on the Global Governance of Health, Schloss
Arenberg, Salzburg, Austria, 2005
Organized conference on “The State of Health Law in China,” Temple Law School, 2005
Organized “Health Law and Ethics Workshop for HIV/AIDS Campaign,” China CDC, Beijing,
2005
Delegation Leader, People to People Citizen Ambassador Program, Public Health Law Delegation
to China, 2005
Visiting Fellow, Regulatory Systems Network (RegNet), Research School of the Social Sciences,
Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, Jan.-June, 2003
Organized and co-chaired international, interdisciplinary conference, “Health, Law and Human
Rights: Exploring the Connections,” 2001
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HONORS AND AWARDS

• Alexander D. Forger Award for Sustained Excellence in HIV Legal Services and
Advocacy, AIDS Coordinating Committee, American Bar Association, 2012

• Evanston Township High School Alumni Association and Foundation, Distinguished
Alumnus, 2011

• University of Pennsylvania Center for AIDS Research, Community Advisory Board Red
Ribbon Award for Advancing HIV/AIDS Public Policy, 2011

• Paul Eberman Faculty Research Award, Temple University, 2011
•  Fulbright Fellowship, University of Cape Town Law School, 2009
• James E. Beasley Chair, Temple University Beasley School of  Law, 2002-7
• Honored by Prevention Point Philadelphia (needle exchange program), 2003
• CDC Recognition Award, World AIDS Day, 2002
• Best Overall Abstract, HIV/AIDS Section, American Public Health Association Annual

Meeting, 2002 (“Evaluating the impact of criminal laws on HIV risk behavior,” with
Lazzarini et al.)

• Friel-Scanlan Prize (for outstanding scholarship), Temple Law School, 1999
• Pennsylvania Prison Society Award (“for meritorious service in the field of corrections”),

1994

BAR ADMISSIONS

Pennsylvania, 1988
Third Circuit United States Court of Appeals, 1988
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 1988
Middle District of Pennsylvania, 1990
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