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One of the most important non-legal skills a lawyer should possess is the ability to adapt  
quickly when circumstances change. It is hard to imagine a time when circumstances have changed 
more rapidly, or at a greater scale, than the past several months. Lawyers have had to adapt to  
rapid change in courtroom advocacy, client counseling, business practices, and the substance of  
the law itself. 

I’m talking, of course, about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, during which Temple Law’s faculty 
and students have been quick to adapt — and to lead. Our trial advocacy faculty, led by Professor 
Jules Epstein, have become authorities on the art of “remote advocacy” (p. 14). Curious? Check out 

Professor Elizabeth Lippy’s top ten tips for tele-advocacy (p. 28). Professor 
Jonathan Lipson has co-authored a nationally lauded model standstill/tolling 
agreement for businesses unable to meet contract obligations (p. 26) and 
Professor Duncan Hollis has led a multinational effort to protect hospitals 
and vaccine researchers from cyberattack using international law (p. 16). 

And then there is the leadership of Professors Scott Burris and Rachel 
Rebouché at Temple Law’s Center for Public Health Law Research, which has 
emerged as a national authority on the legal issues raised by the pandemic 
(p. 13), and the Sheller Center for Social Justice, where Professors Sibley, 
Reiser, and Lee are finding that for their clients, the pandemic has brought 

new twists to old problems (p. 6). It’s no wonder, given these mentors, that Temple Law students 
have also so eagerly embraced the opportunity to lead (p. 18).

Even as our faculty and students are leading us forward into a new world, Temple Law is welcoming 
the next generation of Temple Lawyers to our halls. As I write this, we are in the process of seating 
the entering class of 2020, and I have been delighted with their promise and potential. We have 
also recently welcomed several exceptional new members to the faculty, including Paul Gugliuzza 
(Intellectual Property), Ben Heath (International Business), Elizabeth Lippy LAW ’03 (Trial 
Advocacy), and Trang (Mae) Nguyen (International and Comparative Law). What a wonderful 
setting in which to kick off our 125th anniversary celebration (p. 40)! We are proud of Temple’s long 
commitment to delivering a high-quality legal education and its reputation as a great value.  
To celebrate this great milestone, we will be hosting events that are planned to be both in-person 
and virtual, throughout the academic year, to celebrate. We hope you’ll join us.

Looking forward, as we continue to adapt to a changing world, I am confident that the creativity, 
resolve, and vision of Temple Lawyers will help to ensure that it is more fair, more just, and more 
equitable than what has gone before. Thank you for all you are doing to make it so. 

Yours, 
 

Gregory N. Mandel 
Dean and Peter J. Liacouras Professor of Law 
Temple University Beasley School of Law

As I write this, we are in the  

process of seating the entering  

class of 2020, and I have been  

delighted with their promise  

and potential. 
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The world is in the grip of an ongoing 
pandemic, an unfolding emergency, 
straining institutions and ravaging  
communities. The extent of its impact 
and its duration keeps evolving and  
developing. When will things return to 
normal? Is a hope for normal even  
realistic, when the definition of what 
normal is also seems to be changing? 
The problem is not simply that this is a moving target, either, but that so many 

targets are popping up in so many places. Even narrowing the focus to nothing 

but impacts on the law, the subject is overwhelming. Where do you look first? 

At international law? At labor law and the roles of the unemployed, low-wage 

workers, immigrants, and other already vulnerable populations? At public  

health law, which often encompasses all of the above?

At Temple Law School, The Center for Public Health Law Research (CPHLR)  

and the Sheller Center for Social Justice have been working to address the 

pandemic, assembling clear assessments and actionable recommendations. 

Early on they saw what might be coming — what did, in fact, come — and they  

acted quickly to mitigate serious outcomes. The pandemic has exposed many of 

the vulnerabilities in systems instituted to provide protection and comfort  

and, further, how the vulnerable are affected.

The central challenge of this pandemic may be how to maintain or restore the 

workings of a society in which essentially nothing is working
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The Sheller Center for Social Justice was founded  

as a hub for social justice inquiry and advocacy, 

working with disadvantaged populations in  

Philadelphia and across Pennsylvania. 

The pandemic has changed the landscape of social 

justice, but the issues aren’t particularly new; the 

stressors caused by COVID-19 just amplify the 

threats posed to vulnerable populations and deepen 

the impacts they can have. 

“Very few of the problems we’re seeing are new 

problems; instead, they’re old problems that have 

now been exacerbated by the pandemic,” says 

Shanda Sibley, Assistant Clinical Professor of Law  

at the Sheller Center. “But the fact that these  

are longstanding issues doesn’t stop us from trying 

to come up with new solutions.” Sibley directs  

the Systemic Justice Clinic where they focus on 

the criminal legal process and the collateral 

consequences for people who have had contact  

with it. 

“The struggle for access to justice has taken some 

significant new turns as a result of the pandemic,” 

says Professor Len Rieser, Program Coordinator at 

the Sheller Center, who teaches the Access  

to Justice Clinic and Education Law. “The virus has 

created new legal needs, while also forcing courts 

to operate in different ways — some of them well 

thought out and helpful to litigants, others more 

problematic.”

Connecting  the Dots  
 in a Pandemic The Public Good and the Law  

in a Lockdown

Not new,
just

“Very few of the  
problems we’re seeing  
are new problems.”

worse
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Rieser’s work considers the difficulties that  

low- and moderate-income people face when trying 

to navigate the civil justice system. 

“What students see in the busy courtrooms that deal 

with people’s day-to-day legal problems — child 

custody, landlord-tenant problems, consumer debt, 

and so forth — can be quite different from what law 

school led them to expect. In the textbooks, the 

parties are represented by lawyers who make 

thoughtful arguments before judges who have 

the time and patience to arrive at well-reasoned 

decisions. But in the real world of our first-level 

courts, people show up without lawyers, struggle 

to cope with rules and procedures that they do 

not understand, and may get only the briefest of 

hearings before the court moves on. It’s important 

for students to get a sense of this reality and to face 

the question of what we as a society can do about it.”

Jennifer Lee directs the Social Justice Lawyering 

Clinic at the Sheller Center for Social Justice, where 

she works with law students, primarily on the needs 

of low-wage workers and immigrants in the region, 

but also with organizations that support these  

same populations. Her clinic on civil and 

employment rights for low-wage workers and 

immigrants has students engaging in direct 

advocacy and representation, and those efforts 

have been impacted when students and those they 

represent are not in the same room. 

“Being unable to go and engage with community 

members directly is a drawback. So much of legal 

representation is establishing a good relationship 

with your client. And that is challenged by not  

being able to meet in person ”

worse
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The courts have been shut 
down, and while things 
like eviction moratoriums 
in Philadelphia, at least 
until September, have 
kept people from being 
kicked out of their homes, 
the resulting backup when 
the courts reopen will be 
difficult to deal with. 
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Rieser’s students were looking at why there are  

so many default judgments in eviction court. 

“If you went and watched at Municipal Court, in case 

after case, a name is called, but the tenant hasn’t 

shown up,” Rieser says. “A judgment is entered 

against them typically for back rent and eviction.”

Court is a frightening and confusing proposition, and 

in Philadelphia, even finding the court building can 

be tricky. “It’s barely marked, and people get lost.” 

Why wouldn’t the tenant show up? Many reasons. 

Besides locating the building, did they receive a 

court notice? Was it comprehensible? Did they know 

what was being asked of them? Then there are the 

other issues: a job they can’t miss, a procedure  

they can’t reschedule. The Sheller Center published 

a 30-page report on it, titled “Reducing Default 

Judgments in Philadelphia’s Landlord-Tenant 

Court.” It considers the issues that lead to so many 

tenants not even making it to court to be heard 

and to have their defenses considered, and offers 

up recommendations to make the complaints and 

notices easier to understand, to change the service 

procedure, and even improve maps and signage.

“It doesn’t do much good to have even a fantastic  

set of legal rights if people can’t understand them, 

can’t navigate them, and don’t know where to get 

help,” Rieser says. “To describe people in this 

situation as representing themselves is kind of a 

misnomer, because they don’t necessarily have  

any way of knowing what they’re supposed to be 

doing. Plus they’re usually scared and upset, which 

makes it even more difficult.”

The issues of court appearances won’t be  

going away when court reconvenes. The enormous 

backlog building up will make having one’s  

day — even if that “day” is just a few moments before  

a judge — even harder to come by

Keeping 
at

“Prior to the pandemic,  
about one-third of the cases  
were disposed of by default  
judgment when the tenant  
didn’t show up.” 

it
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No  
Normal 

to Get 
Back

And it’s the issue of “back to 
normal” that cloaks so many 
other issues. 
A nearly global issue for low-wage workers is 

one of safety. During a pandemic, only more so. 

Low-wage workers are often also classified as 

essential, working in food sourcing and processing, 

performing tasks that move nutrition from where 

it was grown or raised to warehouses, to stores, 

and on to consumers. Many of these workers are 

undocumented.

“We have this essential workforce,” says Lee. 

“Agricultural workers, workers in the meat 

processing industry, nannies and domestic workers, 

construction workers, workers in the restaurant 

industry — these are all folks who are ineligible for 

all the government benefit programs, including tax 

relief. And they have to go back to work, often with 

no accommodations being made.

“Employers are aware  
that there might be issues,  
but in some industries,  
they’re getting workers to 
waive liability for any sort  
of exposure. This is the 
imbalance of power.  
It’s really problematic.”
The problem lies in what rights are legal to sign away, 

and what will be relinquished just because a worker 

doesn’t feel they can afford to fight for their rights 

or they’re not aware that they can. And a court could 

potentially uphold a document that shifts all the risk 

to the low-wage worker, deciding that the worker 

had an opportunity to review, and then signed. 

The Sheller Center created a fact sheet for workers’ 

rights who work low-wage or “gig” jobs, so 

they know what they might be entitled to if their 

children’s school is closed or online-only, if they get 

sick, or suffer some other complication. Are they 

eligible for unemployment, workers’ compensation, 

and so on?

FA
C

TS
IN

  

EVID
EN

CE

Connecting  the Dots  
 in a Pandemic The Public Good and the Law  

in a Lockdown

To



1 1 E S Q .

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F

T E M P L E  U N I V E R S I T Y  J A M E S  E .  B E A S L E Y  S C H O O L  O F  L A W

F A L L  2 0 2 0

DETENTION AND CONTAGION

 One of the most frightening places to be  
 during a pandemic is in detention. 

“There are three family  
immigrant detention centers in 
the US, two in Texas and one 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania,” 
says Professor Jennifer Lee. 

“What’s come under the  
microscope with these facilities, 
as with jails and prisons, is how 
COVID-19 impacts people  
in detention.”

This is, again, not a new or an unknown 
problem. Professor Shanda Sibley is very 
familiar with it. “Currently incarcerated 
people are the most exposed to COVID-19 and 
among the most vulnerable populations in 
America,” she says. The incarcerated are  
not often thought of in terms of vulnerability, 
but the conditions in which they live put  
them at great risk. 

In both jails and immigrant detention centers, 
the facilities are overcrowded and unsanitary, 
and there’s little ability to social distance. 

“Once a highly contagious illness is inside  
a facility, it spreads like wildfire, and it stays  
in that facility, infecting new people in  
cycle after cycle.”

The Sheller Center has been working with 
the Shut Down Berks Coalition, to advocate 
for the detention center’s closure. In previous 
times, the families would go to the border, 
claim asylum, and they’d be given a court 
hearing date. “They’d go to live with a family 
sponsor,” says Lee. “And all these alternatives 
to detention were quite successful. But  
now we’re putting them unnecessarily at 
further risk. This public health crisis  
magnifies the problem.”

“We try to select projects and  
partners where we think that we  
can make a lot of change in  
a lot of folks’ lives,” Sibley says.  
“We’re thinking through what those 
kinds of interventions would look  
like, and trying to be imaginative  
about our approaches to these  
important legal questions.”

To

The story will keep evolving, making some  

work more urgent and making other efforts less 

worth making. 

During the Spring 2020 semester, students began 

work on a project that they hoped would address the 

difficulties formerly incarcerated people face when 

trying to re-enter the workforce. They surveyed 

local businesses and asked them if they hired 

returning citizens, and if so, how many and how 

often. If not, was it something they would consider? 

What were their concerns when considering  

hiring returning citizens?

“Then we structured a proposal for an insurance 

product to protect employers against potential 

liabilities for all of those possibilities.” In short, 

the clinic students conceptualized and created 

a structure for the creation of an insurance 

product that would help employers become more 

comfortable with hiring returning citizens. 

“But things have changed with COVID,” Sibley 

continues. They’re continuing the project this 

fall, but with so many people unemployed, it will 

be a tough sell. “To be honest, folks with felony 

convictions aren’t going to be at the top of the  

list for most employers. 

 A project like this, that may have gained some  

traction a year ago with businesses that were  

actively looking for qualified employees, won’t have 

the same appeal when those businesses  

are now furloughing and laying off employees.”

No matter how long the line is, people getting out  

of prison and returning to their lives are all too often 

at the back of it. And that line has gotten a whole  

lot longer
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COVID-19 is, at its core, a public health issue, so 

let’s consider some public health issues. Temple’s 

Center for Public Health Law Research (CPHLR) was 

established in 2009 by Professor Scott Burris,  

and was originally funded by a grant from the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation, to support scientific 

research documenting the impact of law on  

public health. 

Today the staff at CPHLR are lawyers, statisticians, 

epidemiologists, and communicators who work to 

fundamentally improve the public’s understanding 

of the impact of laws and policies on the public’s 

health. This pandemic, and the US response, 

presented precisely the problem that the CPHLR was 

established to address. So when it began, Burris 

and others stepped in to share resources and offer 

evidence-based guidance. 

In early March, Burris and fellow public health 

lawyers drafted an open letter to Vice President 

Pence that was signed by more than 800 other public 

health, human rights, and legal experts, that offered 

a roadmap to an equitable and effective response  

to the pandemic. 

As the outbreak turned into an epidemic, and the 

epidemic turned into a pandemic, the Center worked 

with colleagues from the George Consortium’s 

Public Health Law Watch and The Week in Health 

Law Podcast, to produce and air 30 live video 

briefings on Twitter. The COVID-19 Law and Policy 

Briefings reached about 18,000 viewers between 

March and June, on topics ranging from medical 

resource rationing to reproductive rights and 

election law. 

Nowhere
it doesn’t

Connecting  the Dots  
 in a Pandemic The Public Good and the Law  

in a Lockdown
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In the recently published Assessing Legal Responses to COVID-19,  
Professor Scott Burris, Director of the Center for Public Health Law Research 
at Temple Law School, is an editor and among 50 top national experts  
who offer an appraisal of the U.S. policy response to the crisis. It’s been a  
national undertaking, involving support from two national foundations  
and a partnership with the American Public Health Association. 

HERE ARE SOME OF  
THE BOOK’S KEY FINDINGS:
n  Ample legal authority has not been 
properly used in practice — evidence shows 
a massive failure of executive leadership 
and implementation at the federal level, 
and in many states and localities.

n  Decades of pandemic preparation 
overemphasized documenting plans and 
failed to account for how severe budget 
cuts to public health, from the U.S. Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, to 
state and local health departments, would 
drive outcomes. These budget cuts were 
combined with political interference that 
had a deleterious effect on the operational 
readiness of the nation’s local, state, and 
federal health agencies. 

n  Legal responses have failed to  
prevent racial and economic disparities  
in the pandemic’s toll, and in some  
cases aggravated them.

THE BOOK’S KEY  
RECOMMENDATIONS:
n  Grounding legal measures in the best 
available science.

n  Collecting and assessing accurate data.

n  Improving and expanding access to 
health care, both now and post-pandemic.

n  Increasing and maintaining funding for 
public health emergency preparedness 
through a dedicated public health  
emergency fund.

n  Reforming the public health and  
health care systems to enable them to 
respond more effectively and equitably 
during a pandemic, and reduce disparities.

n  Addressing the affordability  
and availability of broadband service  
throughout the United States.

 

They took a break for the summer to think about  

all the big issues they’d talked about, and to consider 

where to go next. The next step was a nearly  

300-page report, “Assessing the Legal Responses to 

COVID-19,” published in August, that presents  

35 chapters from 50 top national experts offering a 

new assessment of the U.S. policy response to  

the crisis. The authors provide more than  

100 recommendations for legal action in response  

to COVID-19. These include both calls for urgent 

action now, as well as longer term changes that 

reflect the way the pandemic has exposed deeper 

problems in American law and policy.

“COVID-19 was the new virus this country had  

been preparing to take on for decades — and when  

the emergency arrived, the government failed 

to protect the American people,” Burris says. 

“Pandemic preparation over the past two decades 

focused too much on plans and laws on paper, and 

ignored the devastating effects of budget cuts, 

and failed to prevent political interference in the 

operational readiness of our local, state and national 

health agencies. In too many key offices, the last 

person with pandemic expertise had already left, 

and just hadn’t turned off the lights ”  

An 
Assessment 

of the 
Response

“This report lays out what leaders should do next,” said Wendy E. Parmet, Matthews University Distinguished  
Professor of Law and Professor of Public Policy and Urban Affairs at Northeastern University, and one of the book’s  
editors. “The losses so far have been devastating, but they do not need to continue unabated. We are hopeful  
leaders can still change course.”
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Full Docket and Empty Courtrooms
The Trial Advocacy program leading the way on how to 
be a good online advocate 

“We’ll be talking about the art of 

remote advocacy,” says Professor 

Jules Epstein, Director of 

Advocacy Programs, discussing 

how the Law School will be 

addressing the online courtroom 

that will likely be a part  

of a practicing attorney’s 

professional life. 

Temple’s leadership in the 

teaching of lawyering skills like 

trial advocacy puts it out front on 

emerging issues like this. What 

will a trial look like when no one’s 

in the courtroom? And what will 

effective advocates need to do to 

best represent their clients? 

The Trial Advocacy Team as a Lab
In the classroom, whether it’s 

virtual or actual, Temple Law 

School will be addressing the 

issues facing lawyers. Temple’s 

new Director of Trial Advocacy, 

Elizabeth Lippy, had some 

preparation, having taught 

courses on online advocacy to

attorneys, judges, and court staff. 

Now she’s a nationally regarded 

expert on online advocacy. “It’s 

been a steep learning curve for all 

of us,” Lippy says.

Lippy joined the Trial Advocacy 

Program this year, and has 

begun the process of integrating 

online advocacy skills into 

the curriculum. First, during 

the “summer prep week” for 

the Trial Advocacy team, every 

day dedicated two hours to 

online advocacy — “Zoom 201,” 

PowerPoint 201, or Advanced 

Trial Exhibits. They even dedicate 

a class to troubleshooting when 

something goes wrong with 

online technology. It’s planned to 

expand from there. 

“Temple’s yearlong integrated 

trial advocacy course is entirely 

online in the fall,” Lippy says, 

“and will extend beyond the trial 

advocacy skills taught for a 

brick and mortar courthouse to 

include advanced capabilities 

on Zoom.” This is the reality for 

students, and their teachers, for 

the foreseeable future.

Lippy is working on a new course 

for the spring, advanced online 

advocacy. “There’s national 

interest in a course like this but 

Temple will be, as far as I know, 

the first to create and teach 

it. We’re leading the way with 

technology.”

These skills are necessary during 

the ongoing lockdown, but  

they’re unlikely to become 

obsolete post-pandemic. Frankly, 

courts are seeing how much 

more efficient and effective the 

online approach can be when, 

for instance, a motions hearing 

requires no travel for parties in 

different states. Jury trials will 

likely only be conducted online 

in limited capacities, but in many 

other areas of practice, online 

skills will be an essential part of 

trial advocacy.

“It’s an emerging art,” he 
says. “And there’s an awful 
lot to talk about.”
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“The pandemic accelerated the 

use of online platforms for court 

hearings,” Lippy says, “but online 

advocacy is here to stay.”

There will be challenges, of 

course. There is no uniform 

system for the courts. Zoom here, 

WebEx there, some program 

made expressly for, or even 

developed by, a specific court, 

and so on. Online advocacy will 

have to teach general facility  

with the technology, not just a 

specific program. 

And beyond the platform issues, 

how do advocates compensate for 

in-person intangibles? 

“How do you keep the attention  

of a factfinder who’s also 

checking their email on that 

same screen?” Lippy wonders. 

“Lawyers will have to find ways 

to be even more engaging and 

concise in an online forum.”

However classes are taught,  

the curriculum will be continually 

updated to cover the skills 

necessary to effectively advocate 

as a talking image on a screen. 

Surviving and Thriving in a New 
Reality
Jules Epstein has contributed to 

a book for the National Institute 

for Trial Advocacy. The book is 

called “Remote Advocacy: A Guide 

to Survive and Thrive,” and it’s 

written to address the challenges 

lawyers face in representing their 

clients in a remote environment. 

Thirteen essays cover just about 

every conceivable way that the 

practice of trial advocacy has 

been changed, from video-

conferencing etiquette,  

attorney-client interviewing  

and relationship building,  

to mediation and arbitration,  

pro se litigants, and hearings 

from a judge’s perspective.

“We’re looking outward and 

inward,” Epstein says. “Noting 

what’s happening in the world 

and figuring out how we do  

our jobs as teachers.” 

The pandemic affected the  

Temple Law School Trial Team 

as several of the mock trial 

competitions got canceled, but 

participation remains available, 

even if it’s fully online. 

“Temple is leading the 
way with technology.”
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Addressing Cybersecurity  
in the Healthcare Sector
In peacetime and pandemic,  
mitigating real-world consequences 
to hacking hospitals
International law in wartime is 

very clear about cyberattacks 

targeting medical facilities 

and the healthcare sector. 

Specific rules of “international 

humanitarian law” address these 

and impose both positive and 

negative obligations on states: 

not only are states not to engage 

in such attacks, they must also 

work to stop other actors from 

engaging in them as well. 

As such, a state’s responsibility 

doesn’t end after a state checks 

to see if anyone is hacking their 

hospitals. If, instead, someone is 

using a state’s networks to hack 

another state’s hospitals, they 

may still have to do something.

“In peacetime, however, it’s not as 
explicit,” says Duncan Hollis,  
Laura H. Carnell Professor of Law. 
“You have to extrapolate a bit.”
Yet governments are clearly 

engaging in such operations. 

Recently, the United States, along 

with Canada and the United  

Kingdom accused Russia of 

targeting vaccine research efforts, 

while other cyberattacks have 

targeted hospitals in the Czech 

Republic, France, Spain,  

and the United States. The 

World Health Organization has 

experienced a five-fold increase 

in cyber operations against its 

networks and personnel. 

Many states have active  

cyber-forces. The United States 

has its U.S. Cyber Command, 

with more than 6,000 soldiers 

assigned to engage in  

active defense of the United 

States in cyberspace. There’s 

rising concern that cyber 

operations may delay responses 

to COVID-19, and, in a worst case, 

lead from a cyber conflict into  

an actual armed conflict. 

Connecting  the Dots  
 in a Pandemic The Public Good and the Law  

in a Lockdown
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Whether it does or not, there are 

real world consequences. During 

a pandemic, especially, any 

time that research institutions 

are spending on cybersecurity 

instead of pursuing a vaccine is a 

delay when lives are being lost. 

Hollis, an international lawyer 

by training and a non-resident 

Scholar at the Carnegie 

Endowment for International 

Peace, studies cybersecurity. 

Together with Dapo Akande of 

Oxford University, Harold Koh 

of Yale Law School, and Jim 

O’Brien of Albright Stonebridge, 

he has worked to bring together 

a group of leading international 

law experts to assess how 

international law protects the 

healthcare sector from cyber 

operations. The result was 

the Oxford Statement on the 

International Law Protections 

against Cyber Operations 

Targeting the Health Care Sector, 

which has now been signed by 

130 of the world’s most prominent 

international lawyers. That 

Statement was then discussed 

positively in a United Nations 

Security Council meeting in May. 

“The hope is that the statement 
will serve as a catalyst,” Hollis 
says, “and push states to be more 
proactive in accepting the rules set 
out. But there’s much more work  
to be done. The Oxford Statement 
is a starting point. The Security 
Council could pass a binding 
resolution that really changes  
how states operate.” 

In mid-August, Hollis and the 

group published a second 

“Statement,” one that discusses 

how international law protects 

vaccine research specifically.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION:  
TEMPLE LAW STUDENTS TAKE ON  
LEADERSHIP ROLES DURING 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
June 10, 2020

The mid-spring arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic threw into  
disarray just about every aspect of life for Temple Law students,  
as it did for students across the nation. But for several Law Owls  
enrolled in one of Temple’s many experiential courses, it changed 
more than where they did their work — it changed the work  
itself. And, like so many Temple Law students and graduates,  
these students embraced the opportunity to lead.

Rising 3L n1 Connor McElwee was participating in 
the Center for Compliance and Ethics Practicum 
working in healthcare compliance with Temple 
University Health System. In response to COVID-19, 
McElwee was asked to review and summarize new 
emergency HIPAA waivers issued in connection 
with COVID-19 and to research emerging guidance 
from the Department of Health and Human Services 
regarding new flexible interpretation of some 
standard regulations.

n2 Brent Hackett, another rising 3L, was working 
at Thomas Jefferson University Innovation Pillar, 
which handles the patent portfolio for the university. 
Hackett helped to prepare communications with 
the US Patent and Trademark Office in furtherance 
of securing patents on inventions for TJU. With the 
arrival of COVID-19, his focus shifted to inventions 
that were directed to the novel coronavirus and  
to work concerning a licensing deal for a previously 
patented vaccine formulation that may prove to  
be a useful platform against COVID-19.

Meanwhile, at pharmaceutical giant Johnson & 
Johnson, rising 2L n3 Thomas McCann was working 
as an end-to-end strategic lead focusing on 3D 
Printing in Healthcare. In response to COVID-19, 
3D printing was leveraged to help with shortages 
in PPE and other areas to help patients and 
healthcare practitioners. “One of my first projects 
was to support ventilator splitters, which allows 
for ventilator multiplexing and treating multiple 
patients with one ventilator,” McCann said.  

“I have also seen 3D printing being used to  
print respirators, face shields, mask extenders, etc.  
We are currently working on other initiatives 
addressing supply shortages that we hope to bring 
to our communities.”

n1

Connecting  the Dots  
 in a Pandemic The Public Good and the Law  

in a Lockdown

“Hospitals were about to be put under an enormous 
level of stress and strain. In order to best serve  
patients … and hospital systems…, certain 
enforcement standards of HIPAA rules were being 
waived or relaxed,” McElwee explained. “I had to 
present my analysis in a way that was direct,  
to the point, and clearly summarized the evolving 
changes… [so] the hospital system could be confident 
they were best serving their patients while staying 
compliant under the law.”
CONNOR MCELWEE
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“While some judges were recognizing the danger to  
incarcerated people and granting motions for release, far 
more judges were denying them for similar flawed, illogical 
reasons. I thought it would be useful for defense attorneys  
to use some of the helpful language in these opinions  
and head off the arguments that judges were using to deny 
them. I thought that one document that had a lot of these 
opinions cited and pulled out useful language would  
help overburdened attorneys.”
GRACE HARRIS

Students working at the City Solicitor’s office put 
existing resources to new use, helping officials 
convert the Liacouras Center to a temporary 
hospital after Temple offered the arena to the city 
for use as a surge facility. They worked closely with 
their City Law Department instructor to research 
the law and declarations of emergency, engage 
in risk assessments, and review liability-sharing 
agreements concerning the medical personnel  
and electronic medical records platforms.

Courts, including Philadelphia Family Court,  
closing indefinitely created a perilous situation for 
people seeking Protection from Abuse (PFA) orders. 
Rising 3L n4 Anna Mattis, whose work at Women 
Against Abuse couldn’t be done from home,  
was asked by her supervisor to create a resource 
guide for COVID-19 needs and a referral sheet 
for those seeking PFAs during the crisis. She also 
did some research on how family courts were 
handling the pandemic and ways in which they were 
continuing hearings.

n5 Grace Harris was concerned about those who 
were incarcerated and unable to socially distance 
or otherwise take protective measures against 
the contagion. “I was desperately trying to figure 
out ways to help get people out of jail, given the 
horrifying situation in prisons and jails right now and 
the grave risk COVID-19 has posed to incarcerated 

people,” she said. While Harris hadn’t been doing 
experiential work that could be shifted to address 
this concern, she took up the project anyway 
providing support and research in the writing of 
motions.

Harris shared the guide as far and wide as possible 
as she could so as many defense attorneys in 
the country would be able to use it, getting good 
feedback from practitioners across the country  
that the guide was helpful and that they used it to 
write more release motions.

n6 JoAnn Gonzalez also drew on her research  
and fact-gathering skills at her independent 
practicum with Mintzer Sarowitz Zeris Ledva & 
Meyers, LLP, where the majority of her work focused 
on subrogation law. When COVID-19 hit, the firm 
asked her to track state responses to the pandemic 
and how each impacted businesses in the state  
and throughout the U.S.

Working through a pandemic took Temple’s 
reputation for “real-world law” to a new level. 

“COVID-19 forced federal agencies to respond 
quickly by waiving or relaxing certain enforcement 
of some established regulations,” said Connor 
McElwee. “Having the opportunity to do legal work 
in an area where the rules were changing each  
week was unlike any work I had ever done.”

n2 n3

n4

n6

n5
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International Alums Pitch in  
During International Health Crisis
In April, graduates of Temple Law School’s LL.M. program in Beijing, 
China, led by Wang Zhengzhi (Edward) LLM ’03, donated  
personal protective equipment (PPE) to Temple University Hospital 
for use during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The boxes, marked with the hashtag #UnitedWeShallOvercome  
arrived at the hospital containing 5,000 masks and 300 gowns.  
Wang described the gift as an opportunity to give back. “I am pleased 
to do something with other alumni for Temple,” he said. “It is  
Temple who teaches us in many ways. The Temple spirit has been  
and will lead us for our whole lives.”

Dean Gregory Mandel lauded the gift, given in the spirit of solidarity 
and gratitude, and the alumni who worked together to make it happen. 

“This is a wonderful expression of the community and friendship 
shared among our Temple Law alumni, even around the globe,”  
he said. “I am tremendously grateful to Mr. Wang and to all of the 
Beijing LL.M. alumni who have shown us, and especially our  
friends and colleagues at Temple Hospital, such care.”

Connecting  the Dots  
 in a Pandemic The Public Good and the Law  

in a Lockdown
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How three of Temple Law’s  
international programs are  
dealing with COVID-19

Rome, Tokyo, and Beijing are 
the three jewels of Temple Law 
School’s international programs. 
All three were affected by the 
pandemic before Main Campus 
in Philadelphia was. How the 

Law School is handling things 

overseas offers a blueprint for 

how things might be handled in 

the US, and may offer a glimmer 

of hope for the future. 

The timeline of the virus makes  

an interesting history for  

the programs, following host 

countries’ protocols and  

adjusting on the fly. 

January 9, 2020: the 
Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention reports  
a new coronavirus. 

Temple Law’s LL.M. program 

in Beijing, which recently 

celebrated 20 years, serves 

Chinese commercial lawyers 

and government officials and is 

run in partnership with Tsinghua 

University. The virus was 

identified in January, and the 

semester began on March 2. From 

the start, classes were going to 

be online. By comparison,  

Temple Law School in 

Philadelphia went online on 

March 16. By that time the 

international program  

had shared its best practices.  

Beijing stayed online over the 

summer, and the fall is expected 

to be the same. Temple will follow 

Tsinghua University’s lead. But 

as businesses re-open, domestic 

travel restrictions ease, and 

public events resume, there’s 

hope. “The last two entities to 

re-open are universities and 

kindergartens,” says Smagula. 

“Those are the exceptions  

at present.” 

February 21, 
2020: Two cases 
of COVID-19 are 
reported in Northern 
Italy, and the  
first death results.

The program in Rome, a summer 

study abroad session for J.D. 

students, was all set for May 

into June. But Italy was hit in 

early April, first in Europe, and it 

became clear that the program 

had to be postponed.

“We’re planning to open next 

summer,” Smagula says. But a 

second wave started in the late 

summer, which bears watching. 

“We’re in regular contact with the 

Temple Rome leadership, and that 

campus will be taking their cue 

from the Italian authorities.”

March 26, 2020:  
Japan is hit with a 
second wave from 
Europe which will 
peak in April.

At the Temple University, Japan 

Campus, the law school offers 

a full-year LL.M. for mostly 

Japanese lawyers, and a spring 

semester abroad for J.D. students. 

“It’s a truly international law 

program with a broad curriculum,” 

Smagula says. “LL.M. and J.D. 

students attend classes together, 

which is part of the strength and 

appeal of the program — bringing 

peers from different countries 

together in the same classroom.” 

A first warning about the 

risks of the virus came from 

the U.S. Embassy in Japan in 

February. Then in March, the U.S. 

Department of State issued a 

Level-4 alert, and Temple advised 

visiting J.D. students and faculty 

to return to the U.S. and shelter 

in place. As of now, fall courses 

in Tokyo are hybrid. Spring is 

planned to be in-person,  

a glimmer of hope.

“There’s a lot of uncertainty,” 

Smagula says. “But during 

this period, we have been 

strengthening our core programs 

and communication with 

students and alumni, rather than 

bemoaning what we can’t do 

during the pandemic.”
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“What’s been happening the last few 
months was unimaginable at the 
beginning of the year,” said Peter 
Spiro, Charles R. Weiner Professor of 
Law and Co-Director of the Institute 
for International Law and Public 
Policy. “Basically, the world has been 
on lockdown as a matter of public 
health policy, regardless of whether 
a country is pro- or anti-immigration. 
Those countries that moved early 
to insulate themselves from this 
spreading virus were in general more 
successful in stemming its tide.” 

60tozero



2 3 E S Q .

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F

T E M P L E  U N I V E R S I T Y  J A M E S  E .  B E A S L E Y  S C H O O L  O F  L A W

F A L L  2 0 2 0

The World on Lockdown
Professor Spiro on the pandemic, immigration,  
and citizenship

The hurdles to immigration, around the world, have 
gotten higher and harder to clear. If you’re outside 
the United States and trying to get in, there’s a 
good chance that you will be barred. “Even if you’re 
otherwise eligible,” Spiro said, “it’s an exceedingly 
difficult path to entry at this point.” 

The US has curtailed a wide 
range of visa categories. It 
is now much more difficult, 
for example, for students to 
secure permission to study in 
the United States. Critics, Spiro 
notes, accuse the government of 
advancing a pre-existing  
anti-immigration agenda under 
cover of the public health 
justification. 

All U.S. citizens have been 

allowed to re-enter the country, 

even though the initial spring 

wave of returnees may have 

brought the virus with them from 

hotspots in Europe and China. 

Some destinations, including  

the European Union, have 

started to ease up on travel from 

countries that are keeping COVID 

in check. As the United States 

lags other countries in controlling 

the virus, travel opportunities 

for Americans elsewhere have 

been severely restricted. But 

transborder movement overall is 

still only a fraction of where it was  

pre-COVID. As Spiro notes,  
“We have gone from 60 to zero  
in terms of global mobility.”

“One thing that’s been really 
highlighted in the pandemic,”  
Spiro said, “is how valuable 
citizenship can be.” 

60tozero



On the Institute for International Law and Public Policy 

Every year for more than a decade, US News and World Report 
has ranked Temple Law School among the top 20 US law 
schools in international law. The Institute for International Law 
and Public Policy supplies an institutional home for Temple’s 
globally acclaimed international law faculty and offers a  
wide range of programming for the growing number of Temple 
Law students pursuing international law interests.

Each year, the Institute brings dozens of internationally  
renowned scholars and practitioners of international law to the 
Law School to deliver presentations, participate in panels,  
and engage in small-group discussions with faculty and 
students. The Institute’s International Law Colloquium has 
welcomed more than 100 of the country’s top international law 
scholars from Harvard, Yale, NYU, Columbia, and elsewhere 
to present cutting-edge work to students and faculty. The 
Institute also offers a select number of upper-level students 
the opportunity, as Institute Fellows, to work closely with 
faculty on research initiatives and to develop international law 
programming at the law school.

What it takes to “shock the conscience  
of humanity” and thus justify special rules 
of jurisdiction, process, and punishment 
remains unclear. Scholars, international 
lawyers, and the general public often 
assume the answer is largely quantitative: 
crimes are especially grave when they 
cause massive suffering. This contributes 
to the widespread belief that international 
criminal law’s purview is limited to crimes 
on the scale of the Holocaust, ethnic 
cleansing in the Former Yugoslavia, and 
the Rwandan genocide. Yet international 
criminal courts and tribunals increasingly 
are claiming authority to adjudicate  
a wide range of crimes. This disconnect 
between the popular understanding  
of gravity and the reality of international 
criminal law threatens the legitimacy of 
the international criminal law regime.

Excerpt from Shocking the Conscience  
of Humanity: Gravity and the Legitimacy 
of International Criminal Law

Margaret M. deGuzman  

m a rg a ret  m .  d e g u z m a n

S H O C K I N G T H E 

C O N S C I E N C E 
O F H U M A N I T Y

G rav i t y  a n d  t h e  L e g i t i m a c y  o f 

Int e r n at i o n a l  C r i m i n a l  L aw
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On International Criminal Law  
and “Gravity”
Temple Law professor’s new book considers the  
nature of international criminal law, and how effective  
it can be in protecting human dignity

“I wanted to shine a critical spotlight on  
the ways that the vague concept of gravity, 
or seriousness, is used to justify a range 
of decisions in international criminal law,” 
said Margaret M. deGuzman, James E. 
Beasley Professor of Law, and Co-Director 
of the Institute for International Law  
and Public Policy, “and to propose 
decision-making strategies more in line 
with the regime’s goal of protecting  
human dignity.”

Professor deGuzman’s new book, Shocking 
the Conscience of Humanity: Gravity and the 
Legitimacy of International Criminal Law, was 

recently published by Oxford University Press.  

The idea of “gravity,” which she interrogates in  

the book, is poorly understood and ambiguous,  

and can undermine efforts to build a vital  

global justice community. 

She spoke recently about her book, how the  

field of international justice may have changed,  

and where her hope lies when she considers  

the pursuit of international justice. 

Q: How have 
things changed in 

international criminal 
law since you began 
working on Shocking the 
Conscience of Humanity? 

A: Since I began  
 working on  

this project, the  
international criminal 
court, and other 
international courts 
and tribunals, have 
pronounced on the 
meaning of gravity in various contexts, but these 
pronouncements have not changed the book’s basic 
analysis and prescriptions.

Q : Do you have faith in an international  
 community that makes the enforcement of 

international law possible? 

A: Current leadership in a number of powerful   
 states makes it difficult to envision strong 

enforcement of international law in the near term. 
However, I have faith that in the longer term, the 
global community will continue to grow in depth of 
norms and breadth of adherence to them.

Q: What do you see as the greatest obstacles to  
 the cause of international justice, whether in 

the International Criminal Court, or in the abstract? 

A: The greatest obstacles to international justice  
 are systemic imbalances in wealth, power, 

and opportunity. Until such imbalances, as well as 
systemic oppression, are addressed, global justice 
will remain elusive.

Margaret M. deGuzman,  

James E. Beasley Professor  

of Law, Co-Director, Institute  

for International Law and  

Public Policy
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Harold E. Kohn Chair Professor Jonathan Lipson1,  
and Jon Broder (’83) are, along with Professor  

Andrea Monroe2, the editors of the Temple 10-Q,  
Temple Law School’s blog about business law.  

Its purpose is to highlight important contributions  
the Temple Law community has made to the  

study and practice of business law. 

Back in the spring, Lipson and Broder both published articles  
in the Temple 10-Q about effects the COVID-19 pandemic was having  

on business. Their posts are excerpted here, along with their  
thinking about the issues discussed. Lipson’s article was written with  

Norman Powell, an adjunct at Temple Law School and, as Lipson says it,  
“a real lawyer.” Powell succeeded Lipson as the Content Officer  
of the Business Law Section of the American Bar Association.

FOR MORE ON THIS AND OTHER ISSUES AFFECTING 

BUSINESS LAW AND THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY, TAKE 

A LOOK AT THE TEMPLE 10-Q, AT  

HTTPS://WWW2.LAW.TEMPLE.EDU/10Q

n1 n2
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Don’t Just Do Something — Stand  
There! A Modest Proposal for a Model 
Standstill/Tolling Agreement
By Jonathan Lipson and Norman M. Powell

Recently, Professor 
Lipson finished 
a draft of an 
academic paper 

that expands on this  
idea. He spoke briefly about 
his collaboration with 
Powell, and what the article 
concerns. “Norm and I are 
very old friends through 
the Business Law Section of 
the ABA, and he’s one of the 
nation’s leading commercial 
finance lawyers and a partner 
at Young Conaway, one of the 
Big Four firms in Wilmington.

“Tolling, standstill, 
forbearance: three terms 
for ways of not taking legal 
action against another party. 
You stop the clock that  
runs on the statute of 
limitations, or you wait until 
the situation improves to take 
action. At a time like this, 
going to court isn’t going to 
be fruitful, so in the interim, 
let’s just pause. We’re trying 
to save the economy,  
one contract at a time.”

“And They’re Off”: The Arms Race  
for the COVID Legal Services Market  
Has Begun 
By Jon Broder

Jon Broder is now retired, 
but was for many years 
General Counsel for  
Conrail, where one of   

 his jobs, as he said, was 
“just keeping an eye on trends.” 
He recently saw a new one 
cropping up.

“It became very apparent 
early on that law firms were 
putting together COVID-19 
task forces,” Broder said. 

“You were beginning to see 
the battle lines being drawn 
by firms that typically do 
policyholder representation 
and those that largely  
defend insurers. They were  

beginning to take positions 
on what these insurance 
policies allowed and what 
they didn’t allow. 

“People were trying to plant 
their flag early to influence 
how some of this might go. 
Even if you don’t litigate it to 
a specific decision, people are 
reading these papers whether 
they be insureds or insurers. 
Which could set the stage 
ultimately for some lengthy 
mediation or negotiations 
over some of these issues. 
Just about every law firm 
now has a huge COVID-19 
resource page, regardless of 
what kind of firm it is.”

As we write, the COVID-19 pandemic is having a 
profound, and profoundly unpredictable, effect on  
the economy. We profess no knowledge as to  
what lies ahead, or the timetable on which it will  
unfold. Indeed, this unknowing is precisely what led  
us to produce the model standstill and tolling  
agreement we describe below.

The current uncertainty will lead businesses to  
conserve cash if they have it or to miss scheduled rent  
or other payments if they don’t, resulting in what  
could be massive cascades of defaults. Some, perhaps 
many, will be tempted to take legal action, whether  
in the form of collection suits, bankruptcy, or a 
combination. And yet the very courts they approach  
may be swamped by the continuing crisis. 

…Perhaps more interesting is the “in real time” creation 
of “expert” position papers on several critical legal issues 
affecting business law that will be litigated for many years  
to come. They — like the novel coronavirus — are new issues,  
but also, like the virus, have deadly consequences for many, 
many businesses. It is not new to have industry try to influence 
the outcome of the next wave of litigation through the creation 
of “science.” The most outstanding example is how the asbestos 
industry lost the “science” on the issue of proximate cause 
between exposure and health concerns. Since that time, 
industry has formed coalitions to “create science” when they 
become aware of the newest liability risk; whether it be  
the health impact of exposure to solvents or the fight over 
climate change, creating early “facts on the ground” becomes  
a critical strategic initiative.



In response to the limitations imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic, online  
advocacy is here, on an accelerated schedule. And while it may not seem ideal, 
it is not likely to be going anywhere. Elizabeth Lippy, Director of Trial Advocacy, 
offered ten tips for being an effective advocate online. 

1Practice How 
 You Play 
A good litigator is 
prepared. Become 

familiar with the online platform 
for the hearing and with the 
judge’s procedural requirements. 
When “tele-advocating,” login 
early and get familiar with 
the online platform. Similarly, 
prepare your witnesses prior to 
the hearing, both with procedures 
and the online platform.

2Appearances  
Matter 
Be aware of your  
surroundings. Find a  

quiet place, free of interruptions 
and clutter. The camera should 
see you from about waist up  
and be at eye level. If the court 
permits you to use a virtual  
background screen, aim for  
no distractions. No space shots  
or beach scenes.

3Optimize  
Connectivity 
An ethernet cable 
plugged directly into your 

modem makes things go faster. 
Minimize the simultaneous use 
of devices elsewhere in your 
home or office. Reduce your 
computer’s workload by closing 
any applications you won’t be 
needing. 

4Go Shopping 
A couple of key purchases 
can help. Consider an HD 
webcam for a better video 

feed, and a ring light to brighten 
things up. To reduce background 
noise, consider earphones. And 
if you’re fighting for bandwidth 
in your house or office, a router 
that permits different Wi-Fi bands 
can keep your connection strong 
during your online hearings. 

5Up Your Game 
Screen fatigue is real. 
Keep your arguments 
short and concise and 

make your questioning of  
witnesses matter. Use the  
computer screen to show  
exhibits that will keep the  
factfinder interested. Be creative 
and keep in mind that shorter  
is sweeter.

6Create Digital  
Trial Binders 
Limit the time you spend 
scrounging for exhibits 

that support and corroborate 
your case. If so ordered or agreed 
to, share them with opposing 
counsel and the court prior to the 
hearing. Compile them into one 
bookmarked PDF document that 
can stay open on your desktop,  
so everything is easy to find. 

7It is still a  
Courtroom 
If you would not do 
something in a brick and 

mortar courtroom, then do not 
do it in a virtual courtroom. Dress 
appropriately. And using an online 
platform on your smartphone 
does not justify participating in 
an online hearing while driving to 
Starbucks. Courtroom decorum 
still applies.

8It is still a  
Courtroom, Part II 
Treat the computer 
screen like the well of a 

courtroom. In a brick and mortar 
courtroom, would you ask for 
permission to approach a witness 
or publish an exhibit? To enter 
the well? To confer with opposing 
counsel? Yes, to all of the above. 
Online, your behavior should be 
no different. 

9Be Professional 
Maintain your integrity 
and always respect  
the court and opposing 

counsel. Everyone is trying 
to adapt to the “new” normal. 
Don’t be afraid to stipulate to the 
admissibility of exhibits to help  
an online hearing run more 
smoothly. Provide documents  
and exhibits before the hearing if 
at all possible. Now is not the time 
for a “Perry Mason moment.” 

Exercise  
Patience and  
Embrace  
the Positive 

Be patient with witnesses, court 
staff, and the bench, just as you’ve 
been taught to do in a brick and 
mortar courtroom. Technological 
glitches are almost guaranteed. 
If you must re-ask the same 
question because someone’s 
microphone wasn’t working 
properly, so be it. That happens 
in-person, too. What is important 
is being able to seek justice on 
behalf of your client.
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100 YEARS 
OF WOMEN’S 

SUFFRAGE
100 Years of Women  

in the Law School

THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE movement  
was a campaign that took more than 
70 years to succeed. In August 1920,  
it culminated in the ratification of  
the 19th Amendment. That same year, 
Temple University Law School,  
holding night classes at 16th &  
Sansom Streets, graduated its first 
two female law students. 

Anna Dickinson and Joan W. Kenworthy graduated in a  
class of 17, making history of their own.

The mission of the Temple University School of Law has 
been consistent since Russell Conwell agreed to founding 
one. His counsel to dig for diamonds in your own backyard, 
and to provide a world-class education to any students 
capable and motivated enough, has been refined over the 
years. It seeks to draw a diverse student body, and to  
employ a diverse and dynamic faculty. 

Since 2018, the Law School has hired 11 new faculty  
members. Eight of them have been women. As of 2019,  
41 percent of all faculty was female, and 48 percent  
of its full-time faculty. 

Women’s Suffrage ratified 
in the United States  
with the passage of the 
19th Amendment

Temple Law School  
graduates the first two 
women in its history

1920

2 of 17Number of women among the  
first graduating class of Law School Graduates

8 of 11Faculty hires since 2018 that are women

Law School Faculty demographics 

28 of 58 Full-time faculty

78 of 192 Total faculty

51percent of Temple Law students are female
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Margaret DeGuzman
Shocking The Conscience Of Humanity:  
Gravity And The Legitimacy  
Of International Criminal Law (2020).

Elgar Companion To The International  
Criminal Court  
(with Valerie Oosterveld eds., 2019)

Kristen Murray
The Legal Writing Companion:  
Problems, Solutions, And Samples  
(2 ed. 2019) (w/ JL Wherry).

Scholarly Writing: Ideas, Examples,  
And Execution  
(3 ed. 2019) (w/ JL Wherry).

Duncan Hollis
The Oxford Guide To Treaties  
(2d ed. 2020).

Laura Little
Federal Courts:  
Examples And Explanations  
(2007; 2d ed. 2010; 3d ed.  
2013; 4th ed. 2019).

Frank McClellan
Health Care  
And Human Dignity:  
Law Matters  
(2019).

Jeffery Dunoff
International Law: Norms, Actors,  
Process: A Problem-Oriented Approach 
(5th ed., 2020) (w/ M. Hakimi,  
S. Ratner, and D. Wippman).

Rachel Rebouché
Feminist Judgments:  
Family Law Opinions  
Rewritten  
(2020).

Jules Epstein
Principles Of Evidence  
(7th ed. 2019) (with  
Irving Younger,  
Michael Goldsmith,  
David A. Sonenshein, &  
Anthony J. Bocchino).

Peter Spiro
Citizenship: What Everyone Needs  
To Know  
(OUP 2019).

At Home In Two Countries:  
The Past And Future  
Of Dual Citizenship  
(NYU Press 2016).

Mo Zhang
Chinese Contract Law –  
Theory & Practice  
(2d. Brill 2019).

New Books by Faculty

m a rg a ret  m .  d e g u z m a n

S H O C K I N G T H E 

C O N S C I E N C E 
O F H U M A N I T Y

G rav i t y  a n d  t h e  L e g i t i m a c y  o f 

Int e r n at i o n a l  C r i m i n a l  L aw



Paul Gugliuzza joins the Temple Law faculty from 
Boston University. An award-winning scholar 
and teacher who specializes in civil procedure, 
federal courts, and intellectual property law, with 
a particular focus on patent litigation, Gugliuzza 
clerked for Judge Ronald M. Gould on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and 
practiced in the Issues and Appeals group at Jones 
Day in Washington, D.C. He graduated summa 
cum laude from Tulane University School of Law.

Trang (Mae) Nguyen joins Temple from NYU, 
where she served as the John N. Hazard Fellow, 
and was a visiting scholar at UC Berkeley School 
of Law. Nguyen’s research uses mixed empirical 
methods to study transnational business 
governance and dispute resolution, with a focus 
on Asia. She previously practiced corporate law  
in the Silicon Valley office of Davis Polk & 
Wardwell and did policy work in the California 
Office of the Attorney General. She holds  
a JD from NYU. 

Ben Heath served most recently as an Acting 
Assistant Professor of Lawyering at NYU. His 
scholarship focuses on international law, trade, 
investment, and arbitration. Heath previously 
practiced international law and arbitration at  
the U.S. State Department and at Curtis,  
Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle, and clerked for 
Judge Robert D. Sack of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit. He holds a JD and an 
LL.M. from NYU.

Full-time Faculty
New Hires

New Liaison
After taking guidance from the law 
school’s Racial Justice Working 
Group and the Dean’s Advisory 
Council on Diversity and Inclusion, 
Temple Law has created the 
position of Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion Liaison and appointed 
Associate Dean Donald Harris 

to it. Dean Harris will work closely with the Office of the 
President, Temple’s Office of Institutional Diversity, Equity, and 
Leadership, and Student Services to advance these pressing 
issues at the law school.
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Liz Lippy ’03 returns to Temple to teach and 
direct the Trial Advocacy program after a decade 
of service at American University’s Washington 
College of Law. She is also Of Counsel at Fairlie 
and Lippy, P.C., which she co-founded in 2009, 
and Executive Director of Trial Advocacy 
Consulting and Training, LLC (TACT). Lippy  
is a 2003 graduate of Temple Law, and served  
as a trial team coach and visiting lecturer for the 
LL.M. in Trial Advocacy program from 2003  
to 2009.
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Making the Case  
for Blended Giving
YOUR ESTATE PLAN CAN PROTECT  
A FUTURE FOR YOU AND YOUR LOVED 
ONES. IT CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
AT INSTITUTIONS LIKE TEMPLE LAW, 
RIGHT NOW AND AS YOUR LEGACY.

Celebrate our 125th anniversary with us, and consider committing to making a difference  
at Temple Law. It’s a simple and impactful way to give. Contact Patrick Plunkett, Director of Major Gifts 
to find out if it may work for you. 

This is blended giving. Choose a gift for today and pair it 

with one for the future. This way of giving may benefit you 

as well, depending on the type of gifts you choose. For 

example, you may:

 • Qualify for an income tax deduction

 • Eliminate capital gains tax on appreciated assets

 • Receive income for life

R A I S E  T H E  B A R  O N  Y O U R  E S T A T E  P L A N

Temple University, Beasley School of Law, 1719 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19122       www.law.temple.edu    

Patrick Plunkett, Director of Major Gifts        (215) 204-3220           patrick.plunkett@temple.edu
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1950s
Judge Mason  
Avrigian ’59 received  
the 2019 James P. Fox 
Trial Lawyer of the  
Year Award presented by 

the Montgomery County Bar Association 
Trial Lawyers Section. Avrigian, a partner  
at Wisler Pearlstine, was recognized  
in November 2019 for his contributions  
to the trial lawyers of Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania.

1970s 
Judge Alan Lourie ’70 
was selected in  
May 2020 to receive  
the 2020 American  
Inns of Court 

Professionalism Award for the Federal 
Circuit. This is his 30th anniversary  
on the bench. He was appointed  
to the U.S. Court of Appeals for  
the Federal Circuit by  
President George H.W. Bush in 1990.

In October 2019 
David McNulty ’70 
was presented with the 
Eric D. Tuner Memorial 
Award for service to 

the Delaware County Court at a Family 
Law Section ceremony of the Delaware 
County Bar Association. The award was 
in recogntion of McNulty’s 38 years as a 
Special Master in the Family Law Court 
for child dependency and custody cases.

Alban Salaman ’74 was  
recognized as a Top Wealth Adviser  
by Washingtonian Magazine.

Sidney Gold ’75 principal shareholder 
of Sidney L. Gold & Associates in 
Philadelphia, was selected to Super 
Lawyers in June 2020. He has been 
selected every year since 2004. 

Deborah Willig ’75 
a partner at Willig, 
Williams & Davidson 
in Philadelphia, was 
named a Top 10 2020 

Pennsylvania Super Lawyer. Willig was 
the only female attorney to make the Top 
10 in 2020, and only one of two ever 
named to the Top 10 in the list’s 16 years.

Ralph Teti ’75 was named a 2020 
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer in May 2020. 

Prince Altee Thomas ’76 co-chair of 
Fox Rothschild’s Diversity and LGBTQ 
& Allies Committees, was honored with 
the A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. Lifetime 
Achievement Award during the 30th 
Pennsylvania Bar Association Minority 
Attorney Conference in October 2019. It 
was given in recognition of his “dedication 
to the legal profession and the minority 
community through civil, community  
or legal service.”

In January, University Trustee Judge 
Nelson Diaz ’72 was presented with the 
National Hispanic Hero Award for his “life-
long commitment of service to others as a 
community activist, an attorney, a judge, 
and as General Counsel of a major federal 
department,” as Dr. Juan Andrade, Jr., 
president of the United States Hispanic 
Leadership Institute (USHLI), said. Diaz was 
the first Latino judge to pass the Pennsylvania 
Bar Exam, the first Latino to practice law in  
the state, and the first Latino judge elected  
in Pennsylvania to serve on the Court of  
Common Pleas in Philadelphia County.
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Carl Hittinger ’79 
Litigation Coordinator and 
Partner at Philadelphia 
firm BakerHostetler, was 
appointed the National 

Practice Leader of the firm’s Antitrust and 
Competition Team in April 2019. 

Celia Joseph ’79 was appointed as an 
independent member to the Universal 
Display Corporation Board of Directors in 
January 2020. Joseph has also served  
as Director of Employment and Benefits  
Law at Solenis, a global specialty 
chemicals company. 

1980s
Michael Caccese ’80 of K&L Gates Asset 
Management and Investment Funds 
Practice, was a recommended lawyer in 
the Legal 500 United States 2020 Guide. 

Elliott Feldman ’80  
of Philadelphia  
firm Cozen O’Connor  
was named to  
the list of 2020  

PA Super Lawyers for his work  
in Business Litigation. 

Debra Jensen ’80 of Philadelphia  
personal injury firm Galfand Berger was 
selected to Super Lawyers in June 2020.

David Kleppinger ’80 joined the  
Board of Directors of RETTEW, an 
engineering design firm, in December 
2019. Kleppinger is also Chairman 
Emeritus of the law firm McNees Wallace 
& Nurick and serves as Chair of the PA 
Chamber of Business and Industry’s  
Board of Directors.

Carol DiBattiste ’81 was elected to the 
Board of Directors of Wayside Technology 
Group, an IT channel company, at  
the Company’s 2020 Annual Meeting of 
Stockholders in March. 

Glenn Hing ’82 a shareholder of 
Philadelphia firm Hing Cheng, was named 
as the 2019 Attorney of the Year by the 
Asian Pacific American Bar Association  
of Pennsylvania at the organization’s  
35th Annual Banquet celebration  
in October 2019.

In May, Debra Weiss Ford ’82  
was featured in the Chambers USA  
2020 Guide. 

Richard Jurewicz ’83 of Philadelphia 
personal injury firm Galfand Berger was 
selected to Super Lawyers in June 2020.

Ann Marie Marson ’83 was promoted  
to Executive Vice President and Chief 
Claims Officer at Kinsale Capital Group, 
Inc., where she has worked since 2009.  
Prior to that, she was at James River 
Insurance Company. 

Daniel Siegel ’84 was appointed as Chair 
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
Committee on Legal Ethics & Professional 
Responsibility in May. Siegel is the 
principal author of many Committee 
ethical guidance opinions, including 

“Ethical Obligations For Lawyers Working 
Remotely,” which was issued in April 
2020 to provide guidance to Pennsylvania 
attorneys about how to handle their 
practices during the pandemic, and which 
is widely considered as the premier ethical 
guidance for lawyers working remotely.

Superior Court Judge Samuel Ragonese ’82 was unanimously granted  
tenure by the New Jersey Senate in May 2020. He is assigned to the  
Civil Part in Gloucester County. Prior to his appointment to the  
bench, he was the founding partner of Ragonese, Albano & Viola in  
Runnemede, where he practiced from 1985 to July 2013.

2020 — 2021 Alumni Affairs and  
Development CLE Program

DATE TIME COURSE TITLE INSTRUCTOR

Thursday, December 3, 2020 12:00 PM 
(Noon)

The Opening Statement  
10 Steps to Improve Your Statement and Increase Your Chance of 
Winning

Jules Epstein

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 12:00 PM 
(Noon) COVID-19 Rapid Legal Assessment Scott Burris

Monday, December 21, 2020 12:00 PM 
(Noon) Evidence for Litigators David Sonenshein

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 12:00 PM 
(Noon)

What the Supreme Court is Doing (and Not Doing) to Curb Offshore  
Tax Avoidance Andy Weiner

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 12:00 PM 
(Noon)

Legal History: Railroads and the Creation of the American Regulatory 
State Jon Broder ’83

For more information, contact Alora Canty at (215) 204-2325
https://www.law.temple.edu/resources/alumni/cle/
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At its December 2019 meeting, Dean Gregory N. Mandel and Board Chair Leonard 
Barrack ’68 welcomed four new members to Temple Law School’s advisory  
board, known as the Board of Visitors, including three graduates of Temple Law 
School. Joining the Board are Doneene K. Damon ’92, Samuel H. Pond ’84,  
and Marcel S. Pratt ’09. 

Damon is the President of Richards Layton & Finger, and also serves as co-chair of 
the firm’s Business Department and chair of the Corporate Trust and Agency Services 
Group. Pond is a founding partner of Pond Lehocky, a law firm dedicated to helping 
injured workers. Pratt is the City Solicitor, the City of Philadelphia’s chief legal officer. 
He was appointed by the Mayor in March 2018 and is the youngest in City history.

Renardo Hicks LLM ’85 was appointed 
Chief Counsel to the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission in August 2019.

Judge Mitchell Goldberg ’86 was 
honored at the Philadelphia Intellectual 
Property Law Association’s Annual Judges’ 
Dinner in November 2019. Goldberg 
presides in the US District Court for  
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.  
He received the PIPLA Award  
for Outstanding IP Achievement. 

Fred Humphries ’86 
Vice President of U.S. 
Government Affairs  
at Microsoft, joined  
the Center for a  

New American Security (CNAS) Board  
of Advisors in July 2020. CNAS is a 
nonprofit that researches and analyzes 
foreign policy and develops security  
and defense policies.

Teresa Lentini ’86 a partner in the  
New Jersey office of Florio Perrucci 
Steinhardt & Capelli was named to the 
list, Awesome Attorneys, by South Jersey 
Magazine in December 2019. 

Bruce Sagan ’86 was recognized by 
Continental Who’s Who as a Top Attorney. 

Miriam Weizenbaum ’86 was selected  
to head the Civil Division of the  
Rhode Island Office of Attorney General 
in January 2020. She is tasked with 
developing an Affirmative Litigation 
Unit, increasing the work of the office 
in consumer protection, healthcare, 
environmental protection, and other areas. 

Ronald Williams ’86 partner at  
Fox Rothschild in Philadelphia, was 
appointed Co-Chair of the ABA’s 
Construction Litigation Committee  
in July 2020.

Louis Agre ’87 President of the 
Philadelphia Metal Trades Council, 
received The Chico McGill Award  
for outstanding service and dedication  
to the Metal Trades in October 2019.

In July 2020, Lew Evangelidis ’87 
Worcester County Sheriff was appointed 
to a new seven-year term on the 
Massachusetts Port Authority Board 
of Directors by Governor Charlie Baker. 
Evangelidis serves as the Chairman  
of the board.

Charles Coant ’88 was sworn in as 
president of the Cumberland County  
Bar Association in June 2020. He will 
serve a one-year term, and has previously 
served as the association’s secretary, 
treasurer, and vice president. 

Denise Day ’89  
was appointed  
to the Board of Directors 
for Habitat for  
Humanity Philadelphia  

in September 2019.

1990s
R. Christopher Raphaely ’90 of  
Cozen O’Connor was ranked by Chambers 
USA as a leader in the healthcare field  
in the guide’s 2019 edition.

Arthur Bugay ’91 LLM ’98, ’00 became 
senior partner at the Philadelphia 
personal injury firm Galfand Berger in 
February, 2020. In June he was named  
to Super Lawyers. 

George M. Vinci, Jr., ’88 joined Philadelphia law firm Spector Gadon Rosen  
when he was still a student at Temple. In December 2019 he was named as firm  
Shareholder and Director, and had his name added to the shingle. The firm  
was officially rebranded as Spector Gadon Rosen Vinci P.C. 

Vinci was the first member of his family to go to college and a real Philadelphia  
success story. He recently secured a landmark $100 million award against 
international accounting firm Grant Thornton, for its marketing of an abusive  
tax shelter. He argued the case, wrangling more than 40 witnesses and  
deploying more than 600 exhibits, from the trial court level to the Kentucky  
Supreme Court. The ruling stands as one of the largest verdicts ever  
obtained in the Commonwealth.

Board of Visitors
At its December 2019 meeting, 
Dean Gregory N. Mandel and 
Board Chair Leonard Barrack ’68 
welcomed four new members to 
Temple Law School’s advisory 
board, known as the Board 
of Visitors, including three 
graduates of Temple Law School. 
The four members are Doneene 
K. Damon ’92, Samuel H. Pond 
’84, Marcel S. Pratt ’09, and  
the Honorable L. Felipe 
Restrepo. 

In September 2020, four more 
members of the Board of 
Visitors were approved, all 
Temple Law graduates. They 
are Nadeem A. Bezar ’91, 
Vijay V. Bondada ’94, Marsha 
L. Levick ’76, and William J. 
Merritt ’87. 
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Michael Dryden ’93 was named a 2020 
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer in May 2020.

Mark Eskin ’93 Executive Vice President 
of Wealth Management and a senior 
partner of Stedmark Partners at Janney 
Montgomery Scott in Philadelphia, was 
named a 2020 Top 1,200 Financial 
Advisors by Barron’s. It was his fourth 
consecutive year being named to the list. 
He ranked #12 in Pennsylvania.

In January 2020, Koji Fukumura ’93 was 
named to two shortlists: for the 2020 
San Diego Attorney of the Year in San 
Diego, and for California — Securities 
Litigation Attorney of the Year. In June he 
was announced as a candidate for ABA 
Leadership in the Section of Litigation. 

Abigail Yates ’93 
assumed the role of EVP, 
General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary for 
Delek Logistics in April 

2020. Prior to joining Delek she had 
been General Counsel, Chief Compliance 
Counsel and SVP, HR of EthosEnergy.

In January 2020, Analisa Sondergaard 
’94 was sworn in as a judge of the Chester 
County Court of Common Pleas.  
Her husband, Christian Sondergaard ’94,  
who served as her campaign manager, 
was in attendance.

In May 2020, Clark Jablon ’95 an 
intellectual property attorney for 
Panitch Schwarze Belisario & Nadel in 
Philadelphia, was selected as a 2020 
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer.

Christopher Kim ’95 was hired as a 
senior managing director of Guidepost 
Solutions, a global compliance, 
investigations, and security consulting 
firm in April, 2020. 

Jennifer Myers-Chalal ’95 an attorney  
at Specter Gadon Rosen Vinci, was 
selected as one of the 2020 Pennsylvania 
and Delaware Super Lawyers’ top  
50 Women of 2020 in July.

Jeffrey Barrack ’96 partner at 
Philadelphia firm Barrack, Rodos & 
Bacine, was honored at StandWithUs 
Philadelphia’s fourth annual Defenders of 
Israel Gala Dinner in December 2019  
for his local advocacy and his support  
of Israel.

In September 2019, Samuel Cohen 
’96 shareholder in the Professional 
Liability Department at Marshall 
Dennehey Warner Coleman & Goggin in 
Philadelphia, was appointed to serve on 
the Philadelphia Executive Advisory Board 
of the Pennsylvania Special Olympics.  
He will serve a three-year term.

Ben Kuhn ’96 a partner 
at Ragsdale Liggett in 
Raleigh, NC, was selected 
to the 2020 Best Lawyers 
in America.

Brent Saunders ’96 was appointed in 
June 2020 to the BridgeBio Pharma Board 
of Directors. Saunders is the former CEO 
of Allergan, where he served until  
this year when the company merged  
with AbbVie. 

Jennifer Eiteljorg ’97 a 
shareholder in the Denver 
office of Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck, joined 
the board of directors 

of Denver Metro Chamber Leadership 
Foundation in June 2020.

In May 2020, Andy Keyso ’97 was 
promoted from Deputy Chief to Chief  
of the IRS Independent Office of  
Appeals, where he will set strategy  
and oversee the operations.

John Da Grosa Smith ’98 joined Spector 
Gadon & Rosen, P.C., as a Member, 
effective December 2018. Da Grosa is 
Principal at Smith LLC. 

Bruce Imbacuan ’98 was appointed 
Immigration Judge in the Cleveland 
Immigration Court by Attorney General 
William Barr. He began hearing cases  
in January 2020.

2000s
John Bielski ’00 was named a 2020 
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer in May 2020. 

In April 2020 Anza D’Antonio ’01 was 
recently honored as the 2020 Diversity & 
Inclusion Trailblazer Award winner from 
the State Bar of Wisconsin.

Philadelphia law firm Cohen Seglias  
Pallas Greenhall & Furman announced  
the promotions of Matthew Gioffre 

’07 and Michael Metz-Topodas ’08 to 
partners of the firm, effective January 
2020. Gioffre has focused on complex 
construction law claims and Metz-Topodas 
represents clients on private, public,  
and federal projects.

Blake Sando ’02 LLM ’03 
was honored by Ronald 
McDonald Charities 
as one of their Twelve 
Good Men in March. 

Sando, a litigator at the Miami law firm 
of Cole, Scott & Kissane since 2004, 
was recognized for his volunteerism 
and contributions to philanthropy, civic 
engagement, and community service  
in South Florida.
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Peter Catalanotti ’03 joined Wilson  
Elser in their San Francisco office  
as a partner in August 2019. Catalanotti 
also serves as co-chair of the BASF  
LGBT Equality Committee and previously 
sat on the board of the National  
LGBT Bar Association. Prior to joining 
Wilson Elser, he was a partner at  
Freeman Mathis & Gary.

Jennifer Coatsworth ’03 a partner  
at Margolis Edelstein in Philadelphia, 
began a three-year term as a zone 
governor on the Pennsylvania  
Bar Association Board of Governors  
in May 2020.

Soumitra Deka ’03 joined DLA Piper in 
November 2019, in the firm’s Intellectual 
Property and Technology practice. He is a 
partner based in the San Francisco office.

Brian Kent ’03, LLM ’08 was named to 
the Board of The National Crime Victim  
Bar Association in October 2019.

In March 2020, Jared Klein ’04  
was appointed in March as Of Counsel  
in Blank Rome’s Real Estate group  
in Philadelphia.

James F. Kratz ’04 was named a 
shareholder of Stevens & Lee in January 
2020, where he concentrates his practice 
in real estate and municipal law.

Jonathan Scott Goldman ’04 rejoined 
Philadelphia firm Blank Rome after 
running the Civil Law Division in the 
Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney 
General from 2017 until his return to  
the firm in September 2019.

Jeff Sturgeon ’04 joined Baker McKenzie 
in the New York office, where he will 
litigate employment, whistle-blower, 
benefits, securities, and commercial and 
fiduciary liability issues.

Jonathan King ’05 was 
elevated to Of Counsel, in 
January 2020, at Blank 
Rome’s Philadelphia office, 
where he practices as  

a patent prosecution attorney. 

In October 2019, Paul McCulloch-Otero 
’05 joined Eversheds Sutherland as counsel 
in the Cybersecurity & Privacy Practice 
Group in their New York office.

Susan Morrison ’05 managing principal 
of Fish & Richardson’s Delaware office, 
was named a 2019 “40 Under 40” 
honoree by Delaware Business Times  
in September 2019.

Qiana Mitchell Watson ’05 was hired 
as Associate Vice President of Labor & 
Compliance for Montclair State University 
in October 2019. 

Robert Kaplan ’06 joined Cozen 
O’Connor in its Labor and Employment 
Group. Kaplan joined Cozen O’Connor’s 
Philadelphia office in October 2019 as a 
member and will be part of the group’s 
Employee Benefits practice. Prior to 
joining Cozen O’Connor Kaplan was an 
associate with Ballard Spahr. 

One too many Zoom appearances.

Your honor! I move to strike!

Ex Post Facto
We welcome your suggestions for future Ex post facto cartoon themes. 
Please email us at lawalum@temple.edu

 Ken Cahill
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In October 2019, David Kovsky LLM ’06 
joined Duane Morris as partner in the 
firm’s Private Client Services Practice 
Group in the Philadelphia office. Prior to 
joining Duane Morris, Kovsky was partner 
at Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld.

John Simmons ’06 an intellectual 
property attorney for Panitch Schwarze 
Belisario & Nadel in Philadelphia, was 
selected as a 2020 Pennsylvania Super 
Lawyer in May.

Diana Zinser ’06 was named partner 
at Spector Roseman & Kodroff in 
Philadelphia.

Mohamed Bakry ’07 shareholder in the 
Philadelphia office of Marshall Dennehey 
Warner Coleman & Goggin, was elected to 
membership in the Federation of Defense 
and Corporate Counsel.

In June 2020, Delaware Governor John 
Carney nominated Monica Horton ’07 as 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 
New Castle County, Delaware. Since 2016, 
Horton has served as a deputy attorney 
general in the Delaware Department 
of Justice, where she is the head of the 
Health Law Unit in the Civil Division and 
provides general counsel to the Delaware 
Department of Health and Social Services. 

Bethany Nikitenko ’07 joined the 
Philadelphia personal injury law firm 
Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter  
Tanner Weinstock & Dodig.

Brian Gallini LLM ’08 was named Dean 
of Willamette University College of Law in 
Salem, Oregon.

In January 2020, James Greifzu ’08  
was promoted to Partner at Wiggin and 
Dana in Philadelphia.

In January 2020, Robert Johns ’08 
became a member of the Bankruptcy 
and Restructuring Department at 
Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg in 
Philadelphia. 

Debora Plehn-Dujowich ’08 was hired 
in December 2019 by Eckert Seamans in 
their Philadelphia office and will join their 
Intellectual Property Group. 

Brian Wang ’08 became a partner at 
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna in Albany, 
NY in January 2020, working in the firm’s 
immigration practice group.

In May 2020, the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court appointed Casey Coyle ’09 who 
works out of the Philadelphia office of 
Eckert Seamans, to a six-year term on the 
the Civil Procedural Rules Committee.

Jennifer Karpchuk ’09 Philadelphia-
based Shareholder at Chamberlain 
Hrdlicka, was named co-chair of the firm’s 
State and Local Tax Controversy and 
Planning practice in May 2020.

Elizabeth 
Lange 
’09 and 
Andrew 
Seaberg 

’09 were two of 13 attorneys elected 
partners at Philadelphia law firm Drinker 
Biddle & Reath in February 2020. 

Thomas O’Rourke ’09 member of  
the Cozen O’Connor Commercial 
Litigation department, has been named 
a Law360 “Rising Star” in the Cannabis 
category in July 2020.

For the ninth year in a row, Jennifer  
Riley ’09 was named a 2020  
Rising Star by Pennsylvania Super 
Lawyers Magazine in July.

2010s
In January 2020, Julie Berson ’11  
was elected to Partner in the Real Estate 
and Finance group of Kleinbard LLC  
in Philadelphia.

 Robert Careless ’11 
of Cozen O’Connor in 
Philadelphia was named 
to the 2020 Pennsylvania 
Rising Star list for his 

work in land use and zoning in June 2020.

Elizabeth Early ’11 family law attorney  
at Doylestown, PA, firm High Swartz,  
was appointed to the Montgomery 
County Family Justice Advisory Board 
Subcommittee on Support. 

Kristen Gibbons Feden ’09, a former prosecutor in Montgomery County who figured 
prominently on the team that prosecuted Bill Cosby on sex assault charges in 2018, 
joined the law firm of Saltz, Mongeluzzi & Bendesky in Philadelphia in March. 

President of the firm Robert Mongeluzzi LLM ’94 called her “one of America’s most 
successful and renowned sex crime prosecutors,” and credited her partially with 
helping “kick start the #MeToo movement,” with her prosecution.

He said, “She has the skill and she has the passion for this. She combines a deeply  
felt concern for the victims of sexual abuse with tremendous experience and trial skill 
at prosecuting these cases.”

“That’s really what drives me professionally,” Feden said. “Providing some  
type of justice and an ear and a shoulder for sexual assault victims is just really  
truly rewarding and satisfying for me professionally.”
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Philadelphia firm specializing in intellectual property Panitch Schwarze Belisario & 
Nadel hired Dr. Alia Orbin ’19 in December 2019 as a patent attorney with expertise in 
biotechnology and pharmaceuticals. Orbin brings more than 10 years of experience in 
industrial and academic research in organic chemistry.

Orbin earned her bachelor’s degree in biology from Yale University and her doctoral 
degree in synthetic organic chemistry from University of Pennsylvania. She received 
her law degree, magna cum laude, from Temple University’s Beasley School of Law, 
where she was a Microsoft Fellow, Honorable Louis C Bechtle Scholar, Conwell 
Scholar, and a recipient of multiple awards, such as Catherine Donahue Memorial 
Award and TASA Prize in Evidence.

Julian Emerson ’11 was named  
Co-Chair of the Architects and Engineers/
Construction Liability practice group 
working out of the Cleveland, OH, office of 
Reminger Co., LPA, in January 2020.

Stephen Kraftschik ’11 was promoted 
to special counsel at Morris Nichols in 
Wilmington, DE. 

Nicholas Mozal ’11 joined the 
Wilmington, Delaware, firm of Potter 
Anderson & Corroon as Counsel in 
November 2019. His practice focuses on 
corporate and commercial disputes. Prior 
to joining Potter Anderson & Corroon, 
Mozal clerked with the Delaware Court  
of Chancery. 

In January 2020, Kara Morse ’12 and 
Scott Pritchard ’11 became new partners 
at Stoel Rives in its Seattle office.

In September 2019, Andrew Alston ’13 
LLM ’18 joined the Metka Law Firm  
in Philadelphia.

Frank Klepadlo ’13 was named  
Vice President at the Hawthorn Group in 
Washington, DC, in January 2020.  
He will coordinate and manage research 
and data analysis. 

Patrick Murphy Jr. ’13 was elected  
to partnership at the Philadelphia law firm  
Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg  
in January 2020.

Kishwer Vikaas ’13 staff attorney at 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge 
Immigration Clinic, in Stockton, CA,  
was named one of “40 Under 40”  
by the Sacramento Business Journal  
in September 2019.

Timothy Carroll ’14 of White & Williams 
in Philadelphia was named #5 in JD 
Supra’s 2020 Reader’s Choice Awards  
in the Insurance Category.

Sandra Hill ’14 of 
Philadelphia firm Cozen 
O’Connor was named to 
the list of 2020 PA Super 
Lawyers as a “Rising Star” 

for her work in Real Estate.

Steven C. Laird LLM ’15 was one of the 
first three attorneys in Texas to achieve 
Board Certification in Truck Accident Law 
from the National Board of Trial Advocacy.

Bradley Smith ’15 became partner at  
the Philadelphia personal injury firm 
Galfand Berger in February, 2020.  
In June he was selected as a Rising Star. 

Leanne Lane Coyle ’16 of Sidney L. Gold 
& Associates in Philadelphia was selected 
as a Rising Star in June 2020. 

In December 2019, Luke McDaniels 
’16 was hired as an associate at Fisher 
Phillips in their Philadelphia office, where 
he represents employers in labor and 
employment matters. Prior to this he 
worked at Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney. 

Mary Ann O’Brien LLM ’16 was 
nominated by New Jersey Governor Phil 
Murphy as judge on the Superior Court 
bench in June 2020. O’Brien is a partner 
in the New Jersey firm of Crammer, 
Bishop and O’Brien and was a surrogate 
for the governor prior to the nomination. 

James Walther LLM ’17 was promoted  
to General Counsel at Legal 1031 
Exchange Services, a division of 
Kensington Vanguard National Land 
Services in September 2019.

Norris McLaughlin hired Ariel Brown ’18 
as an associate in November 2019. She 
joins the firm’s Litigation Practice Group.

Jill Roth ’18 joined the personal injury 
law firm Laffey, Bucci & Kent as an 
associate attorney in the firm’s crime 
victim division. Prior to Laffey, Bucci & 
Kent, Roth worked at the Philadelphia 
District Attorney’s Office for six years, 
most recently as an assistant district 
attorney in the major felonies unit.

Valerie Diaz ’19 of the Philadelphia 
law firm Laputka, Bayles, Ecker & Cohn, 
was featured in February 2020 in the 
Latino News as a prominent attorney 
and translator in the Latina community. 

“Everybody always talks about leaving 
this town and not coming back but they 
always forget that it is our community 
that needs us the most.”

In Memoriam
Honorable Joseph H. Reiter ’53 

Meyer Bushman ’56

Robert Munley ’58

Honorable Lowell Reed ’58

Honorable Theodore Z. Davis ’63

Honorable James Munley ’63

Honorable Paul Dandridge ’65

Gerald S. Segal ’66

John Innes ’71

Morton Slifkin ’71

Arlen Mekler ’72

Albert Cunningham ’75

Kenneth L. Fox ’81

Janet Goleman Felgoisen ’86

Philip Liloia ’87

Matthew W. Tomalis LLM ’91

Ira M. Fingles ’92

Peter J. Wymes ’92

Beverly L. Stokes ’95
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Since welcoming our first class in 1895, 
Temple Law School has pursued a vision 
for legal education that is as inspiring 
and powerful today as it was back then. 
Inspiring, because it has created opportunity 
for generations of talented people to  
join our profession who would not otherwise 
have had that chance; powerful, because 
for 125 years, the graduates of Temple Law 
School have driven incredible progress in 
our region, our nation, and our world. At the 
heart of this vision is the idea that by making 
a high-quality legal education accessible  
to people from a wide variety of backgrounds 
and experiences, we can both strengthen 
communities and improve the legal 
profession. It is an idea that continues to  
bear fruit as Temple grows from our roots  
on North Broad Street to flourish around  
the globe. 

Throughout the 2020-2021 academic year, 
Temple Law will be celebrating 125 years  
of growth and service even as we look 
forward to the next century and more. The 
vision that drives us is more vital than ever, 
in a world that needs Temple Lawyers more 
than ever. Temple will be holding many  
in-person and on-line events throughout the 
year; please join us as we celebrate  
our history and share our vision for the 
future. Together, we can achieve incredible 
things — we hope you will join us. 



All this year, Temple Law School will be celebrating its  
125th anniversary and 125 years of tradition, accessibility,  
and success. And by staying true to these core values  
we’ve become one of the highest-value law schools in the  
US. To continue our mission, we need the continued support  
and involvement of our alumni. 

Our goal is to raise student scholarship support from 1,895 donors  
this year! Please consider making your mark on Temple Law by donating  
today at www.mytlawconnection.com/giving

Come celebrate with Dean Mandel throughout the year!

Fall 
Tuesday, September 22, 2020, 5:30 pm  
Montgomery and Bucks counties (virtual) 

Thursday, October 8, 2020, 5:30 pm 
State of Delaware (virtual) 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 5:30 pm  
New York City and Northern New Jersey (virtual) 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 5:30 pm  
Central Time: Texas (virtual) 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020, 5:30 pm  
Pacific Time: California (virtual) 

Spring 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021, 5:30 pm  
Florida (TBA)*

Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 5:30 pm  
Chester and Delaware counties (TBA)*

Tuesday, March 16, 2021, 5:30 pm 
New England(TBA)*

Thursday, April 8, 2021, 5:30 pm  
Georgia (TBA)*

Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 5:30 pm 
Harrisburg (TBA)*

Dean Gregory N. Mandel  
cordially invites  
you to attend the  
Philadelphia  
alumni reception

Limited seats will be available

PLEASE JOIN US  
AS WE CELEBRATE 
125 YEARS 
TEMPLE LAW SCHOOL 
The Union League  
of Philadelphia 
Thursday, May 13, 2021  
6:00 – 8:00pm

* Determination for the format of  
the spring events will be determined  
by university alumni event  
COVID guidelines.
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FALL 2020

Class of 1979 Reunion

2019 Bar Admissions Ceremony

2019 Montgomery and Bucks County  
Alumni Reception

2019 Ben Levy Reception 

Scholarship Luncheon

2019 Homecoming Tailgate

2019 — 2020 Alumni Events


