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Right-To-Know Final Response 
  
Re: Request for Sheller Center for Social Justice 

  
Date: October 12, 2018 
Citizen Name:  Amy Chin-Arroyo, Arik Davidson, Solena Laigle 
Organization: Sheller Center for Social Justice, Temple University Beasley School of Law 
E-mail Address: TempleShellerCenter2018@gmail.com 
Telephone Number: (215)-204-8800 
  
Dear Mrs. Chin-Arroyo, Mr. Davidson and Mrs. Laigle:    
  

            Thank you for writing to the Borough of Chambersburg with your request for information 

pursuant to the Pennsylvania Right-To-Know law. 
            On October 1, 2018 you made a request for the following information: 
  

1.       Any department policy, directive, order, training materials, or other document regarding 

the: 
a.       requesting, recording, investigating, or reporting of any individual’s immigration 
status, national origin, or place of birth; 
b.      contacting, stopping, detaining, arresting, or interrogating an individual to verify 
their identification or driver’s license; or 
c.       the use and acceptance of foreign identification. 

2.       Any policy, directive, order, training materials, or other document that relates to your 

department’s contact or referral/sharing information with US Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) about an individual’s immigration status, national origin, or place of birth. 

This request includes any documents that reflect providing ICE access to the department’s 

databases. 
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3.       Any documents that reflect communication between your department and ICE from 2015 to 

the present. This request includes communications related to: 
a.       sharing information (e.g., incident reports, booking or database information); 
b.      collaborating by assisting in roving patrols, the apprehension of suspects, or the 
creation or implementation of vehicle checkpoints; 
c.       the 287(g) program; 
d.      providing back-up for ICE enforcement activities; or 
e.       providing office space for ICE representatives to use. 

            

The Borough of Chambersburg has granted your request in part, and denied your 

request in part for the following reasons.  The Chambersburg Police Department is not in 

possession, custody, or control of any policy, directive, order, or training materials regarding 

“requesting, recording, investigating, or reporting of any individual’s immigration status, national 

origin, or place of birth;  contacting, stopping, detaining, arresting, or interrogating an individual 

to verify their identification or driver’s license; or the use and acceptance of foreign 

identification.”  The Chambersburg Police Department is also not in possession, custody, or 

control of any policy, directive, order, or training materials related to your department’s contact or 

referral/sharing information with US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) about an 

individual’s immigration status, national origin, or place of birth, nor any documents that reflect 

providing ICE access to the department’s databases. 

Pursuant to Section 705 of the Right to Know Law, “an agency shall not be required to 

create a record which does not currently exist or to compile, maintain, format, or organize a record 

in a manner in which the agency does not currently compile, maintain, format, or organize a 

record.”  65 P.S. § 67.705.  

The requested documents that reflect communication between CPD and ICE from 2015 to 

present, specifically incident reports containing investigative materials, are criminal investigation 

records exempt from disclosure pursuant to Section 708(b)(16) of the Right to Know 

Law.  Specifically, Section 708(b)(16)(ii) exempts “investigative materials, notes, 



correspondences, videos and reports.”  65 P.S. §67.708(b)(16)(ii).  Additionally our appellate 

courts have ruled that an incident report regarding a criminal matter “is wholly exempt from 

disclosure because it is a criminal investigative record, which contains investigative materials and 

victim information.”[1]  Accordingly, any records that constitute “investigative materials, notes, 

correspondences, videos, and reports”, including incident reports, are denied. 

Records responsive to your request that do not constitute criminal investigation records 

exempted from disclosure under Section 708(b)(16) of the Right to Know Law are attached for 

your review. 

            You have a right to appeal this denial of information in writing to: Franklin County 

District Attorney’s Office, 157 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg, PA 17201, (717) 261-3827 

or by submitting an appeal through the Office of Open Record’s website. 

If you choose to file an appeal, you must do so within fifteen (15) business days of the 

mailing date of the agency’s response, as outlined in 65 P.S. § 67.1101.  Please note that a copy of 

your original Right to Know request and this denial letter must be included when filing an 

appeal.  The law also requires that you state the reasons why the record is a public record and 

address the reasons the Agency denies your request.  Visit the Office of Open Records website at 

hhtp://openrecords.state.pa.us for further information on filing an appeal.  Please be advised that 

this correspondence will serve to close this record with our office as permitted by law.  
            If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
 

 
[1] Leatherman v. Pennsylvania State Police, Office of Open Records, Docket No. AP 2018-0991 
 
Jamia L. Wright 
Borough Secretary 
Borough of Chambersburg 
717 261 3254 - direct dial 
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